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Ethnic Assimilation and Arabization
In the Islamic History

Issam Sakhnini, Ph.D.

University of Petra - Amman

Abstract

Ethnic pluralism could be said to have been one of the
main traits of the Islamic society in the middle ages. Yet, the
merger of one ethnic community with one another was not an
unfamiliar phenomenon all over the Islamic history. This was
more remarkable in the Arab region where the merger process
took the shape of assimilation. This region, by the force of
specific cultural and geographical determinants, has
assimilated various groups and individuals stemming from
non-Arab origins and absorbed them so that they became to be
identified as Arabs. This process is known in history as
Isti’rab (translated into English as Arabization). The present
research work deals with this historical phenomenon, tracing
its origins, scrutinizing the factors which made it possible and
analyzing its contents.
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Manifestation of Romanticism in Feminist
Narrative

Dr. Razan Ibrahim

University of Petra

Abstract:

The present study seeks to point out manifestation of romanticism
in feminist narrative throughout different areas. These manifestations can
be interpreted in light of the socio-cultural reality in which this narrative
is born. The study will take tackle the following as pertaining to the
feminist narrative:

Y. resentment and alienation.
Y. love, death and suicide.
Y. engulfment within the self.

The study will also attempt to prove that the above issues are
intricately interrelated. If death constitutes a pivotal issue, then the other
two issues will endeavor to raise and answer some questions such as: is
feminist narrative an inherent site for those in love with death, of in favor
of death endings/ when does obsession with death significantly increase?
When dose harmony with death become most obvious? To what extent
can death be said to be self-engulfment? And is death an escape even
within a romantic framework?
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The Judgments of Graduate at 2004 of UNRWA
Educational Science Faculty in Amman
Towards Practice Teaching

Abstract

The present study aimed to revaluate Science Faculty (UNRW) in
ESF Amman, three questions was suggested and question of seven
dimensions and 55 items was prepared. The context and experimental
validity was determined and reliability of 0.83 was achieved using
(Cronbach Alpha).

The sample of this study was the undergraduate at 2004 of 95
teacher students, only 89 of them shared really in its procedure. The
results were as follows:

1- There is shortage the performance of the co-operated teachers.

2- The principles of co-operated schools didn’t give their best efforts to
neighs the practical competencies of teacher students.

3- There are needs to material aids and facilities.

4- Schools’ supervisors and Faculty teachers pushed their best efforts to
raise the teacher students’ competencies.

5- There was no agreement between the teachers students about the time
needed to acquire the practical competencies.

6- The styles of evaluation shed be developed.

7- The practical teaching is unless estimate in acquiring and reflective
skills.

Also, this study pointed that females are more teachings program,
and then was no significant difference between teacher students due to
specialization.

This study recommended to cancel the role of principle of co-
operated schools and to give professional development of the teachers of
ESF and

Co- operated more attention to surround the needs of practical
teaching program. Also, it is the time to achieve chugs in practical
teaching program by using new methodology and style.
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Impact of Management Information Systems on Corporate

Strategy
Aplied Study in Jordanian Industrial Companies
Dr. Fayez Jumah Alnajjar Prof. Abdulsattar Muhammad Al-Ali
Abstract:

This study had dealt with management information systems as a
general framework. It covered all types of information systems in the
company.

This study aimed to highlight types and resources of management
information systems. And it also aimed to verify impact of management
information systems on four key aspects of corporate strategy; vision,
goals and objectives, achieving stakeholders expectations, and value or
add value which can be created by the center to business unit in the
Jordanian industrial companies.

The study population consisted of all Jordanian industrial
companies, which covered (84) companies listed in Amman stock
exchange.

Study Sample had been selected as random stratified sample,
which represented (50%) of the total population of the first, second
market.

The study concluded that:

1. Jordanian industrial companies posses a moderate degree of different
kinds and resources of management information systems.

2. The study has found a positive correlation between management
information systems and the four key aspects of corporate strategy at
confidence level (P <0.01).

3. The study has found positive and significant direct effect of the
management information systems on the Key aspect of corporate
strategy.
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The study has found at least one path to each Aspect of corporate
strategy has been influenced by management information systems
factors.

This means that management information systems factors show
the influence on the content of corporate strategy in Jordanian industrial
companies.

Finally some recommendations are suggested to decision makers
in jordanian idustrial companies.

Key Tearms: IS, MIS, Corporate Strategy, Strategic Planinng.
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Determinant Factors Attracting Foreign Direct
Investment to Jordan -An Analytical Study for the

Period (1996-2003)
Thair Adnan Kaddumi , Ph. D

Abstract:

This study aims at analyzing the volume and the nature of
foreign direct investments (F.D.1.) in Jordan and examining the
factors affecting it for the period(1996-2003). The research
examined the volume of F.D.I. (dependent factor) and its
yearly variation and the factors affecting it for the period
1996-2003, therefore, a financial horizontal analysis (direction
analysis) has been performed first, then a statistical study has
been executed to extract correlation factor (R) to identify the
relation type and its strength between dependent factof and
independent factors, then determinant coefficient (R2) has been
computed to determine how much each independent factors
can affect the dependent factor (F.D.I volume) separately and
then collectively (as a package) , finally the regression factor
(B) has been calculated to determine as how much is the
amount of change in the dependent factor as a result of the
change in independent factor by one unit. The study has

reached several conclusions; of which the main one was: there
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is a strong effect of the independent factors as one unit on the
dependent factor (F.D.I.). The study also included some
recommendations which can be summarized as follow: the
Jordanian Government should play a major role in providing
the proper climate to attract more foreign investment by
making available all the necessary conditions (factors). The
role of the Investment Promotion Corporation should not be

ignored as well.
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Explicitation Techniques

In Arabic-English Translation

Waleed Othman
Al-Zaytoonah University of Jordan

Abstract

This paper is an investigation of the explicitation techniques employed
by the translators of Afrah al-Qubbah, and Qasr el-Shawg, two novels by
the Nobel Laureate, Naguib Mahfouz (1981; 1984)". The ultimate
objective of the paper, however, does not lie within the domain of
translation criticism; rather, it is an attempt to put in one study the several
explicitation techniques suggested by a number of scholars researching
into the remit of Corpus-Based Translation Studies and Translation
Universals (TU) — both lying within the wider field of Descriptive
Translation Studies (DTS). The manual investigation of the corpus of this
study resulted in citing examples of several explicitation techniques;
namely, explanation of cultural material, additions and insertions,
substitutions, spelling out of implicatures, and resolving ambiguities.
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I. Introduction
1.1. Descriptive Translation Studies (DTS)

For a long time, the field of translation studies has occupied itself with
prescriptive research, emphasizing notions such as equivalence and
translation shifts. Recently, however, some translation scholars have been
arguing that the field should be largely descriptive, hence the term DTS.
According to Holmes (cited in Venuti, 2000), DTS branches from the
more general Pure Translation Studies and into Product-oriented Studies,
the latter attempting to describe existing translations and to develop
principles for such description. DTS, thus, represents a shift of emphasis
from the conventional prescriptive approaches into a top-down(z)
approach to translation research aimed at finding evidence to support

abstract hypotheses and drawing up rules that can be of use in translation
pedagogy.

1.2. Corpus-based Translation Studies

Within the remit of DTS lies Corpus-based Translation Studies, which is
relatively a new area of research interested in investigating translated
texts in one language in relation to both source texts and other target
language original (non-translated) texts. To facilitate such investigation,
several institutions, mainly in Europe, have been building corpora of
translations and originals, hoping these will lead to new ways of looking
at translations.

Baker describes various types of electronic corpora that are of specific
interest to translation scholars. These include Parallel Corpora: Texts
originally written in a certain language alongside their translations into
another; Multilingual Corpora: "sets of two or more monolingual corpora
in different languages, built up in either the same or different institutions
on the basis of similar design criteria" (1995: 232); and Comparable
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Corpora: Two separate collections of texts, one of which is made up of
original texts in a particular language, the other of translations into that
language from one or more source languages.

Of the three types mentioned above, Comparable Corpora, Baker
suggests, will be the most fruitful in investigating specific features of
translated texts that are not reducible to source language interference. It
has been suggested that such features — if they were found to occur
exclusively, or with unusually low or high frequency in translated texts
as opposed to other types of text productions ...and were subsequently
confirmed by studies involving comparable corpora of other languages,
they could then be considered candidates for translation universals.
(Baker, 1995; Kenny, 1998).

1.3. Translation Universals

The term “Translation Universals” is used to refer to those recurrent
features which occur in translated rather than original texts,
independently of the influence of the particular languages involved in the
process of translatidn (Baker, 1993). Since they are specific to
translation, Baker argues, such features, or translation patterns, would be
seen to be more typical of translated language than of non-translated
language. They are also products of constraints innate in the process of
translation, and would not therefore be different across cultures. Such
universals, which have been identified mainly through analyzing source
and target texts, include simplification, explicitation, and normalization,
among others. It is explicitation that the present research is concerned
with. Other terms referring to the same concept include “norms”;
“tendencies” or “laws”.

10



2. Review of Literature:

The first to introduce the concept of explicitation were Vinay and
Darbelnet. To them it meant “the process of introducing information into
the target language which is present only implicitly in the source
language, but which can be derived from the context or situation” (Vinay
and Darbelnet,1995: 8). Eight years later, Nida (1964) further developed
the idea and, using other terms — additions, subtractions, and alternations
— listed a number of explicitation techniques including: filling out
elliptical expressions, identifying important semantic elements carried
implicitly in the source language, inserting connectives and several
others.

But what may be considered the first systematic study of explicitation
was that conducted by Blum-Kulka (1986). Drawing upon discourse
analysis and particularly the shifts of cohesion and coherence in
translation, Blum-Kulka formulated the explicitation hypothesis, which
postulates that the process of translation may produce a target text with
greater levels of redundancy than the source text. According to Blum-
Kulka, translations tend to be more explicit than source texts, regardless
of the increase in explicitness dictated by language—specific
differences.(3)

@verés (1998) looked into shifts of explicitation and implicitation in an
English-Norwegian parallel corpus, and found out that translated texts —
both English and Norweigian - exhibited more explicitation than
implicitation.

Olohan and Baker conducted a large-scale empirical study using the
Translational English Corpus (TEC) at the University of Manchester, and
the British National Corpus (BNC). The study indicated a substantially
heavier use of the reporting “that” with the verbs “say” and “tell” in the
TEC than in the BNC. It was suggested that this may be evidence for
explicitation in translated English (Olohan and Baker, 2000). The results
of this study were consistent with findings by Burnett (1999) who also
used the TEC and the BNC as corpora to review use of the verbs
11



“suggest”, “claim”, “admit”, “believe”, “think”, “hope”, and “know”.
Again, the translated corpus showed more frequent use of the optional
“that” than in the original English corpus.

Explicitation has even included variables such as text length.
Frankenberg-Garcia (2004), using a “balanced corpus” which consisted
of sixteen source texts by eight different native-English authors and
another eight different native-Portuguese authors translated into
Portuguese and English by sixteen different translators, reached to a
conclusion that eleven translations were significantly longer than their
source texts.

Another study that supports the explicitation hypothesis is a paper by
Vilma Pdpai, who affirmatively answers the question raised by the
paper’s title “Explicitation: A universal of Translated Texts?” P4pai used
a small English-Hungarian parallel corpus and a comparable corpus of
translated and non-translated Hungarian to study a number of
explicitation aspects in English-Hungarian translations (P4pai, 2004).

However, not all scholars are confident about universals in translated
language. In a paper entitled “Conceptualising Universals”, Gideon
Toury raises the question: Welcome as they are, would they qualify as
universals?” Toury does not deny that translations show regularities, and
that universals presuppose regularities, but says that regularities do not
automatically presuppose universals. This is why he favours the term
“translation laws” instead of “universals”, saying that a universal, but not
a law, is disproved even by one single piece of counterevidence. The
conclusion Toury arrives at is that regularities in translations are subject
to conditions, and they are only more or less probable. Should they exist,
Toury proceeds, it is their power to explain, rather than their mere
existence, that counts (Toury, 2004).

A similar, but less suspicious view about the term “universals” is

expressed by Chesterman (2004), who thinks that claims about universals

can only be approximations, but less-than-universal claims can still be

valuable. After all, the rationale behind searching for universals — he
12



believes — is the establishment of scientific respectability for translation
studies.

Other researches raise the issue of representativeness; that is, how
representative of the source and target languages the corpus used in the
study is. Of the points raised in this context are the professionalism vs.
non-professionalism of translators, the size of samples, or sub-corpus, the
genres included, the time of text writing and translating, etc.

Some recent researches attribute the special features of translated texts
not only to explicitation, but also to influence from the source language.
Mauranen (2004) concludes that there are both universal tendencies and
interference, or transfer, which he regards as one of the causes behind the
special features of translated language. A similar topic is discussed by
Eskola (2004), whose results show that translating does have an influence
on the frequencies and distributions of Finnish non-finite verb forms, and
that influence has its source in the source language.

In another study by Jantunen (2004), the results show no clear and
consistent evidence for the so-called translation universals, but only
tendencies that might reflect the influence of the source language
stimulus. Also, the Bulgarian scholar Vaseva (Cited in Klaudy 1998)
studied Bulgarian — Russian and Russian — Bulgarian translations, and
attributed additions to linguistic asymmetry, paying little attention to
pragmatic additions which necessitate the translator’s interference to
make the source language culture familiar to the target language culture
readership.

Weissbrod investigates explicitation in translations from English into
Hebrew, and refutes the claim that explicitation is an inherent feature of
the translation process. She argues that “explicitation in translation is not,
as previous research has suggested, solely a universal tendency or a
function of translation on a literacy/orality scale. It is norm dependent
and thus changes the historical circumstances and according to the
position of translated literature” (Weissbrod, 1992: 169).

13



Pym thinks that the term “explicit” itself is a cause for debate, for “much
depends ...on the kinds of things we accept as examples of explicitation”.
He also says that the explanation of the explicitation process requires not
only “the statistics of textual occurrence”, but also a working out of the
cognitive churnings of interpretation”, and that the hypothesis, as strictly
formulated by Blum-Kulka, has one result: “the unnecessary repetition of
something that is already there”. Alternatively, Pym argues for a recent
formulation, which encompasses the two processes of explicitation and
implicitation, saying that this formulation “covers a wide range of
observations on many different levels, and it can be tested in many ways
on aﬁy language pair”. The traditional explicitation hypothesis, Pym
thinks, should be reformulated as a “wider asymmetry hypothesis,
according to which explicitations in L1 —-L2 direction are not always
counterbalanced by implicitations in the L2 — L1 direction” (Pym,2005:
2-3). '

Other studies include Klaudy 1993, Englund Dimitrova 1993,
Vanderauwera 1985, Tirkkonen-Condit 2004, and Gellerstam 1996 (All
cited in Pym, 2005).

3. Cofpus and Method of the Study

Since the main aim of this study is not to confirm, refute, or even modify
the explicitation hypothesis, but to list and exemplify techniques that can
lead to a target text more explicit than its source text, this research does
not use a large corpus, but rather a sample of 34 pages from Naguib
Mahfouz's Afrah al-Qubbah, 70 pages from Qasr el-Shawg, and the
translations of these pages into English.

The method of analysis essentially applies manual alignment techniques
based on comparisons of the source and target texts with the aim of citing
and categorizing instances of explicitation.
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4. Analysis and Discussion

The thorough manual analysis conducted on the corpus of this study
resulted in citing occurrences of the following explicitation techniques:

- Explanation of cultural material;
- Additions and insertions;

- Substitutions;

- Spelling out of implicatures; and

- Resolving ambiguities.

4.1 Explanations of Cultural Material

The cultural material cited in the corpus of the study includes names of
places (e.g. Bab al-Sahriya,), titles (e.g. Imam), historical events (e.g. the
Victory), measurement units (e.g. feddan), and colloquial words (e.g.
Magla), among others. Such cultural material, specific to the Arab
Egyptian setting, is characteristic of Mahfouz's works and is certain to
prove difficult for translators and target text readers alike unless it is
tamed in one or another way. In the translation of Afrah al-Qubbah
(translated as Wedding Song), the translator has, through the employment
of effective translation strategies, managed to surmount such obstacles,
thus making the meaning as well as the significance of the culture
specificities therein clear and explicit to the target text readership. A
major strategy the translator adopted in dealing with cultural terms is an
exegetic one that makes use of footnotes explaining the terms. Following
is an illustrative example about a place in Cairo the translator thought its
location should be pointed out more explicitly but gave no further details
about its significance in the text, since the surrounding context
adequately does so (The numbers in parentheses after each example refer
to the page number where the example is cited in both source and target
texts. The bold type indicates the point discussed):

15



1  What melancholy engulfs me as
I plunge into ...Bab al-
Shariya!* (footnonte: A quarter
in the northwest section of the
old Fatimid quarter of Cairo) (p.
15)

4l il 3 s Ul lies 1S
(10 u=)

The same strategy is also employed in rendering the following
example that involves an Islamic title (i.e. Imam):

2 In that play about the female
martyr you took the role of the
Imam* when you were drunk
(footnonte: prayer leader in
Muslim prayers). (pp. 26-27)

@eh?‘_)jddfmdc&_)ﬂy‘j

(18 =) 10 sSus il 5 Bgedl) s yona

In other instances cultural terms are descriptively translated by means
of detailed explanations within the body of the text. One such example is

- the following:

3 Some changes have been made,
though: the ground-floor
reception room has been
converted into a shop where
watermelon seeds are roasted
and sold, and ...(p. 20)

Blalall cl gatd (1) ol agaa aail )
oS gl 4 s T ) 8

(11 0a) ... oo

A functional equivalence approach is in other instances taken to deal
with culture-specific formulaic expressions:
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Glad to see you (p. 37)

(30 =) g omall iyl

Following are more examples of cultural material made explicit in

translation. (These examples are all from Qasr el-Shawq):

10

11

Ezbekia entertainment district
(o))

The needy around al-Husayn
Mosque (p.8)

The summer resort of Ra's al-
Barr (p. 14)

... The Night of Destiny, at the
end of Ramadan when prayers

are sure to be answered ...(p. 15)

...the prophet's words when he
would feel a revelation coming
any cry out for help: "Wrap me
up! Cover me with my cloak!"

(p- 18)

The important politicians, Adli
Yeken Pasha and Abdel Khaliq
Sarwat Pasha (p. 41) -

The folk epic about Antar — the
heroic black poet of ancient
Arabia (p. 51)

.. each of them as massively
beautiful as the ceremonial
camel when it sets off from
Mecca with the pilgrims (p. 78)

(469 .0=) Ao 3Y)
(470 .0=) Gl 51 2
(475 .0=) A ol

(476 =) ... RN AL

(478 Ua) (AsA (Fsla)

(502 .0=) Cig s o (A

(511 .u=) Sis daals

(539 .u=) Jaaalls Laalils




4.2. Additions and Insertions

Adding and inserting words and phrases is another tactic to which a
translator may resort in an attempt to achieve explicitation. The following
examples from the corpus of the study show how explicit the translations
are as compared to the originals. These examples can be further
subcategorized as follows:

4.2.1. Insertion of linking devices: This is mainly inter-sentential as in
the following example, though sometimes cohesive devices are added in
a paragraph-initial position; e.g.

13 T'd like to start talking with ()] e Ledabal A8y it o oy
someone to break the tension, O 2358 pmaldl 8 3akeiall Glaall dla
but the thick cloud of smokein (6 u=) .oV b pasel () o4
the room deepens my sense of
alienation; and I am sodden
with some kind of fear. (p. 16)

The case of this last example has to do with inter-sentential relations, and
it 18 strikingly unique, for Arabic is known to favor syndetic coordination
(4), English asyndetic coordination (See Othman, 2004; Dickins et. al.
2004; and Dickens & Watson, 1999). What we have in the example
above is the opposite, so much so that the Arabic text sounds incohesive.
This lack of transparent linking devices — whether intentional or not —
between the source text sentences has been improved by the insertion of
the discourse connectives "but" and "and" in the target text, though the
translator could have opted for a translation with no such connectives and

still produce a text that would sound natural in an asyndetic language like
English.

3.2.2. Insertion of pre-modifiers: This is mainly achieved in our corpus
through the use of adjective pronouns before nouns, some of which are
only attached to the definite article in the source text. The pronouns
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added make such nouns explicit and thus provide readers, mainly through
anaphoric reference, with a smooth reading. Citations include the
following:

14 (a) Our director (p. 15) (5 u=) all )
(b) Their faces (p. 20) ‘ (11 se) e (<)
(¢) Her funeral (i). 36) (28 =) 3 bl (7)
(d) My sob (p. 45) (38 =) wa il @i pall (9)

According to Halliday and Hassan (1976: 31), cohesion "lies in the
continuity of reference, whereby the same thing enters into the discourse
a second time". In 14 above, all the Arabic instances lack pronouns that
would help the reader retrieve the identity of the precedent entity and can
therefore prove vague, regardless of the fact that most of them (namely:
14 a, c, d) have the definite article in Arabic. The reference of the Arabic
noun in 14a (»4l) is by no means based on textual relations, for the
entity to which this noun refers is not present in the surrounding text.
This, by the same token, does not apply to 14b and 14d, since the
surrounding text in both does give a clue of the referent in each. In
instance 14c, however, the whole phrase in which the word "funeral”
appears is in fact an expression of memories that are not frankly
articulated in the foregoing pages of the novel. What the translator did in
this case is explicitate the referent intended. This last example is worthy
of further discussion, but first, here is a literal translation of the text in
which the example appears:

15 "Irehearse my part in the N R e (550 e il
murderer's play. I relive my life e1s Oa e Al ae (Sl ualiusd
with Tahiyah from its beginning ol S

backstage. I join her in the old L3 (5 seas masil ) ) e
house in the gravel. market. Love o Sl AN GLEST 5 jaall
in the room. The discovery of
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the denunciation. Crying in the (28 U=) Bkl
funeral. (p.36)

As the above literal translation of the text at hand shows, several nouns
(namely: house, love, room, denunciation, funeral) could present both the
source text and target text readers with the difficult task of interpreting
their referential meanings, since neither the surrounding context nor the
foregoing text give any explicit clues that would help interpret them. It
would be the reader's job to draw inferences as to the intended entities
had the translator not chosen to produce a target text more explicit than
its source text. In another instance a name is inserted:

16 Tahiya's first kiss. (p. 24) (16 U=) (...) U J

4.2.3. Insertion of post-modifiers: In the following examples an
appositive is added in 17a and a reduced relative clause in 17b:

17 (a) Tarig Ramadan, the actor (5 0=) (o) Uoaey G ()

®-15) (7 0=) () ik (5 ssbisns ()
(b) It will destroy any sympathy

the audience might have had

for him. (p. 17)

4.2.4. Other insertions: There are examples of additions that are
completely missing in the source text, and these do have an effect on the
readability of the target text, as they function at the level of the text
cohesiveness, linking preceding sections (mainly paragraphs) with
upcoming ones. Occurrences include the next day (p. 33), after the
reading (p. 33), after the show (p. 39), and the following example, in
which an allusion is made to Antony and Cleopetra:
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18 1 pin my eyes to the impressive  asill ciSall elels 5 ki (uatll Ul s

desk in the rear of the room or a Asladl ) guall (b a5l Lish s
picture on the wall — Doria as O WO IR R Py PR PR
Cleopatra committing suicide a8 lady a5 Jiclen) 3 pa
with the viper, Ismail as (6 0=) (o) raid

Anthony orating over the body
of Caesar. (p.16)

In this last example, the insertions "as Cleopatra” and "as Anthony" are
elements which necéssarily provide relatively predictable information,
and thus constitute the theme in the proposition. In other words, the
information provided by the two insertions is missing from the source
text on the grounds of their being given information (theme) for the
source text readers, which is also true of the target text readers. Still, the
translator chose to surface this old predictable information for no other
obvious reason but to explicitate.

Insertions also included inferences the translators made to avoid causing
any vagueness as to the significance of certain source text material. In the
instances cited below the readers would have had to make their own
inferences had the translator not shouldered the responsibility of making
them (inferences) herself:

19 1 got Tahiya's first kiss while the e Can  Cisall y A Jf s
others were onstage plotting (16 u=) sl
the death of Rasputin. (p.24)

20 The denunciation of Karam and (28 =) ALAl i)
Halima (p.36)

In 19 the insertion the others were onstage plotting, is an inference the
translator drew from the context of the novel as a whole to spare his
readers the effort of making such decisions regarding who Rasputin is
and why he is being conspired against. In 20, where the names of Karam

21



and Halima are added, the inference would not have been so easy for the
reader until he/she had read further in the novel.

4.3. Substitutions

Substituting names for titles and nouns for pronominals is another
method of explicitation opted for in the text at hand. Following are
examples:

21 And turns back to Salim, who Al JE g Al saiagic 45

murmurs ...(p.17) ' (6 u=)
22 ..., but I stay behind to be alone (9 u=) el ge s 5 U
with al-Hilaly. (p.18)
23 Abbas Younis is a criminal, not (9 u=) A3 Y o yae &)

an author! (p.18)

24 I raise my hand in greeting to o) .Jao Lelalatd ailly ooy i
Karam, but he ignores it. (p.20) (11

Other instances of substitution found in the target text include
substituting a semicolon for a full stop (p.15), a pronoun for another (my
age — (maedl) gla3 vl 5) and an italicized for ordinary type (p.16).

4.4. Spelling out of implicatures

This took the forms of insertions and paraphrases:

25 but the thick cloud of smoke in (e 353 yaall & sadeiall Gl Ala
the room deepens my sense of Uty e Sl SHoe s (o) o £
alienation; and I am sodden with ~ Uel )5 addll ciSally ey 3 ks Guaill
some kind of fear. To hold back 45 pa Adaall ) pall (305 ) sucay
panic, I pin my eyes to the sydicleu)s s 2L niT A

impressive desk in the rear of (6 =) . af A (34 iy
the room or a picture on the
wall. (p.16)
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In 25 above the translator opted for the phrase to hold back panic, which
is completely missing from the surface structure of the source text but
can be inferred from the context as the reason why the speaking character
pinned his eyes to the pictures on the wall. This can be approached from
the angle of explanatory coherence (see Charolles, 1983: 93 cited in
Baker, 1992: 223), which not only leads to the explicitation of a thematic
continuity but justifies it. The reader of the Arabic text can only achieve
a coherent interpretation by wandering back and forth in the text.
Similarly, in the following examples, phrases and statements are inserted
and paraphrases of source text material are employed for the sake of
uncovering implicatures:

26 The height of your glory, Abbas, ¥ (...) .obe L aaall Ad oo ddikall
will be the hangman's noose. (16 =) Asadll Y ll 5 e
And what about me? The only
distinction I have is virility. (p.

24)

27 1 pay no attention to his (11 ua) () JB YT caic)
brusqueness (p.21)

28 "So what?" al-Hilaly retorts, sl (oS- i(i)e a0k Dl Jis
dismissing my objection, "Do (8 ua) T &l
you suppose ...? (p.17)

29 What have I hoped to gain? (24 =) 15 alia s
(p.33)

30 The eternal failure! Poor man! - of ¥} anyal (2l sl Cuilall i
No field of operation left to (31 U= 1ALy Maa

exploit but Umm Hany! (p.38)

One area where implicatures are explicitated has to do with the verbs of
saying and speaking. Several instances of the word J¥ i.e. said are
rendered according to the implied meaning therein; e.g. venture (p.16),
feeling that I need to say something to soften the situation (p. 21), assures
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(p.38), protests (p.4), among other examples.

Here is another example from Qasr el-Shawq for which explicitation
through surfacing the implied meaning was deemed vital by the
translator.

31

To ward off the evil eye,
Khadija spread her fingers apart
and held her hand with the palm
facing Yasin, reciting, "And
from the evil of the envious.."
(p45)

o i Al Tt 5 s i
oy omaddl Lealal (i da jia dgas
(493 .0m) 2 13 2uls 3

In this last example, the translator thought it necessary to add the
introductory phrase "To ward off the evil eye" to convey the meaning
suggested by such a bodily gesture.

4.5. Resolving ambiguities

Disambiguating a text is another option translators take in their attempt to
produce explicit translations. The following are illustrative examples:

32

33

33

"Author?" 1 venture, convinced
that somehow the world has
come to an end, "He is nothing
but a criminal”. (p.16)

But how are Karam and Halima
taking it? Before the final
curtain they're going to have a
few more wrinkles in their
faces. (p. 39)

I fill my stomach with
shawerma and cognac; and the
cognac reacts with the wine of
success to the point where,

24

- cplladl ppadiy alal Ul ol 58
datludilide o o W) 58 Lo 19l gl

(6 o=) Akl Y

?:\AAA}?JSCJ‘J-;QAC\&"MJJZ,S‘
Y1 kel 08 sl Lgphits
(32 U=) . il

(cor) i sQ g By 08 iy e
> () T sad el oS allas
b Rads ) (L)AL Calall i
=) o ol e di aliad A1l



seeing Halima in a suit she (32
rented from Umm Hany, I even

drink a toast to the absent

author. (p. 40)

In 32 above the ambiguity that may occur is grammatical in nature, as the
verb used in the Arabic text (i.e. aal - lit. dream of) is imperfect, and as
thus could refer to the past, present, or future depending on the context.
The translator thought it wise to resolve this ambiguity by opting for the
intended tense in English (namely, the present perfect). Also, example 33
houses a textual ambiguity caused by the pronominal reference in the
Arabic Weaiu | in which the pronoun # (translated into they) could be
understood to refer to Halima, rather than to the noun faces — the pronoun
L in Arabic can refer to a singular feminine noun, both animate and
inanimate, as well as to a precedent plural masculine or feminine
inanimate noun.

In example 34 the ambiguity in the Arabic text is also textual in nature;
the arrangement of the sentences and the lack of cohesive devices
between them can lead to a misunderstanding of the cause-effect
relationship intended in the text. In the English rendering, the ambiguity
is removed by means of rearranging the sentences and adding linking
devices:

5. Concluding Remarks

The investigation of the sample corpus of this study has shown a number
of techniques that translators consciously or subconsciously use to
produce a target text that exhibits more explicitation than its source text.
However, the techniques listed in the paper may further be investigated
in bigger corpora through both electronic and manual means, for some of
these techniques can only be cited manually, others by the use of
software. ‘

The findings of this research and other similar ones that involve a
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language as remote from English as Arabic is, could be of much
assistance both in the translation classroom and for translation scholars,
especially in the domain of translational language. Obstacles do,
however, present themselves strongly in this regard,; first, Arabic corpora
of considerable multitude need to be electronically compiled, parsed, and
tagged, which requires the work of institutions rather than individuals.
Second, special software programs need to be designed, for up to this
present time, and to the best of the researcher's knowledge, there exist no
such tools. When both of these major drawbacks are overcome, analyses
such as the one carried out in this research will become more feasible.
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Notes

. Afrah al-Qubba was translated as Wedding Song, by Olive Kenny
and published by Anchor Books, 1984. Qasr el-Shawq was
translated by William Maynard Hutchins, Lorne Kenny and Olive
Kenny, and published by Black Swan, 1991

. Whereas areas of corpus linguistics have traditionally been data-
driven, bottom-up in their approach, much recent work in corpus-
based translation studies proceeds top-down. This means that
intuitions about what translation is, how it is carried out, etc. can be
used to formulate abstract hypotheses to be tested against corpus
evidence.

"The process of interpretations performed by the translator on the
source text might lead to a TL [target language] text which is more
redundant than the source text. This redundancy can be expressed
by a rise in the level of cohesive explicitness in the TL text. This
argument may be stated as the "explicitation hypothesis", which
postulates an observed cohesive explicitness from SL [source
language] to TL texts regardless of the increase traceable to
differences between the two linguistic and textual systems
involved. It follows that explicitation is viewed here as inherent in
the process of translation”. (2001: 300)

. Coordination is a grammatical phenomenon present in both Arabic
and English. To realize it, both languages employ conjunctive
particles. Sometimes, however, coordination is marked by means of
Jjuxtaposition of syntagms with no words linking them (i.e., the
phrases or clauses are placed next to each other without a
conjunction). Constructions with a conjunction are typically
regarded as syndetic parataxis; coordination without an overt liner
is termed asyndetic.
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