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Character Transformations in “The Shepherd’s
Alienation”A reading in Ihsan Abbas’s Autobiography

Khaleel Alshekh

Faculty of Arts-Yarmouk University

Abstract

This Study seeks to shed some light on Thsan Abbas’s autobiography (1920)
The Shepherd’s Alienation which was published in 1996, throught monitoring the
main character’s transformations through a lengthy and diversifired time-and
place-related journey. The study aims also at discovering the main symbols and
the technical methods used in the biography so that it can manifest the protago-
nist’s transformations. In addition, the study reveals the close relationship of these

symbols and methods to Abbas’s daily and literary perspective.
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The Omar Covenant
Facts of History versus Presumptions and Doubts

Issam Sakhnini

Faculty of Arts- Jordan University for Women

Abstract

The different versions in ancient Arab sources of the Omar Covenant led to
conclusions reached by western, as well as some Arab authors that the whole peace
pact according to which Jerusalem surrendered to the Arabs in the reign of the sec-
ond Rashidi caliph is false and lacks historicity. They argue that this Covenant
was devised by traditionists who produced from a simple text of pact, as is envis-
aged to be the one issued by the caliph Omar, a sophisticated and more enlarged
one which reached its final shape in the gth hijri century. This was done, as is
claimed, under the influence of religious or local interests which colored the differ-
ent versions of the Covenant as it developed through different ages.

Doubts were also cast upon the surrender of Jerusalem to Omar. These
doubts were clustered around a presumption that reports which claimed that Jerusa-
lem fell to the caliph wanted only to emphasize the importance of the city. To sup-
port this idea, special significance was given to isolated, and not reliable traditions

which indicated vaguely that Jerusalem surrendered to Omar’s leaders and not to

Y\



him personally.

The present paper examines these doubts and presumptions. Sorurces which
those authors had consulted are throughly scrutinized to evaluate their reliability
from one side, and to show, from the other, how they were misused intentionally to
reach the conclusions the authors had presupposed. Facts of history which sur-
ronded the surrender of Jerusalem are also investigated in depth in order to verify
this historical event and to establish an acceptalble conception of the event itself
with all its dimensions: how the city did surrender, to whom it did, and on what

conditions. These are supposed to be the very terms of the covenant .
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The Image of Hashim b. Abd Manaf
In Pre-Islamic and Early Islamic Poetry

Abdul-Hameed Al-Ma’ini

Faculty of Arts- Yarmouk University

Abstract

This research paper endeavours to present the image of Hashim bin Abd Ma-
naf in terms of “poetic vision”. Since he is the grand grand-father of the prophet
(peace be upon his soul) and because he is a Quraishite personality, he has a signif-
icant status in literature and history. The study covers two consecutive eras: Pre-
Islamic and Early Islam, and tackles the subject in terms of two interdependent di-
mensions, the soical dimension, and the religious one. The paper tnvestigates such
poetry, and attempts to crystalise the image of Hashim, and manifest its literary
and historical significance.
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The Eastern Stanzaic Poems :
A Thematic Study

Ahmad Abu-Hani

Faculty of Arts- Yarmouk University

Abstract

This research is intended to discuss, mainly, themes and content of eastern
muwashshahat in comparison with traditional classical poem. And since a consid-
erable number of eastern stanzaic poems were composed as an imitation of the An-
dalusian muwashshahat, they followed the same thematic pattern. In addition, this
paper discusses the structure of stanzas in the muwashshahat and its effect on the
treatment of themes, objects and the genres for which the muwashshahat were used

both appropriately and inappropritely.
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The Impact of Posters and Wall Signs Design on the
Aesthetics of Commercial Buildings Facades

Abdulmounim Taha Ali

Faculty of Arts- Yarmouk University

Abstract

Various advertisements or wall posters are important means for commercial
and functional advertising besides being a formative phenomenon that has consid-
erable impact on exterior architectural appearance and its distinctive characteris-
tics.

Many of these ads and posters confuse the aesthetic aspects of the commer-
cial building architecture, and adversely affect the distinctive qualities of the archi-
tectural shape and the beauty of environmental atmosphere as a whole.

From this point of view, the researcher has carried out this study, which aims
at throwing more light on the problem, detecting its causes, working out sound
methods for reconsideration of some of the design of the advertisement formations,
and laying foundations for their production, in an effective way, that meets the

functional and aesthetic requirements .
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A Seven -Point Plan for Improving the Teaching
of Literature at Arab Universities
Reflections of an Englishman after 15 years’
teaching in the Arab world

Nicheolas Linfield

Boston University

Abstract

This paper develops seven ideas which the author considers crucial to the
improvement of teaching literature:

1. Pleasure as a greatest motivator.

2. Teaching begins when the words are undersood.

3. The need for good editions.

4. What does it mean? Why this is a dangerous question.

5. Study the literature, not the teacher.

6. We should teach questions, not answers.

7. The need for the constant invigoration of teachers.
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In 1982 the University of Jordan held a conference on "The Problems of
Teaching English Language and Literature at Arab Universities" (Papers, ed. E.A.
Dahiyat and M.H.Ibrahim, 1983). Of the many rewarding papers delivered at that
gathering, two in particular will help to define the present undertaking: "Three
Problems of Teaching English Literature to Arab Students at Jordan University" by
Eid Dahiyyat, and Mohammad Asfour's "Cultural Barriers in Teaching Literature
to Arab Students.” These two papers are frequently referred to in the literature, and
I was grateful to have the opportunity for personal discussions with both authors in
relation to my own contribution -- with Professor Dahiyyat when he was a
colleague at the Jordan University for Women, and with Professor Asfour who was
present when I delivered an earlier version of this paper at the First International
Conference on Improving the Teaching of English at Arab Universities, United
Arab Emirates University, Al-Ain, in November, 1996. There are of course
differences in focus among the three approaches. Dahiyyat and especially Asfour
make important points about cultural barriers, topics which are most properly
addressed by Arab scholars. As Asfour concludes, "These problems may remain
with us for a long time to come." () But there is considerable overlap on matters
which are less intractable, and I was gratified that both my colleagues welcomed
the following suggestions, which have less to do with "cultural barriers" than with
more strictly pedagogical matters.

K %k sk
In this paper I want to develop seven ideas which are in my opinion crucial

to the improvement of literary teaching:

(1) Pleasure as the greatest motivator.
(2) Teaching begins when the words are understood.
(3) The need for good editions

(4) What does it mean? Why this is a dangerous question.

11



(5) Study the literature, not the teacher.
(6) We should teach questions, not answers.

(7) The need for constant invigoration of teachers.

It will become apparent that these items are interrelated and mutually
supportive. I hope it will also become apparent that although I am focusing on
literature at Arab universities, many of my remarks will be relevant to other subjects

and other lands.

(1) Pleasure as the greatest motivator.

I believe that all true and lasting learning originates in pleasure. This is
strikingly true of literary studies, since literature is written to give the writer
pleasure and designed to give pleasure to the reader. Dahiyyat approvingly quotes
Thomas Huxley: "Literature is the greatest of all sources of refined pleasure and
one of the great uses of a liberal education is to enable us to enjoy that pleasure."(®
The trouble is that many of our students are so busy searching for a paraphrasable
message that they by-pass any potential pleasure. The concluding section of
Dabhiyyat's article is entitled "The Pursuit of 'Sense' at the Expense of Art." I
rhoroughly agree with him that we must find ways of inviting students to
experience the "heightened sense of joy we derive from literary works." )

One inhibiting factor here is that most of the Arab students I have taught
over the past fifteen years see pleasure and difficulty as polar opposites. Therefore
we must also awaken in them the joy of difficulty , the pleasure of stretching the
mind. The last paragraph of Jack Hydes introduction to his high-school poetry
anthology Touched With Fire will point up this latter problem. After saying that
some poems can be grasped immediately, Hydes adds:

At other times a poem may be so delicate and subtle in working

through a omplex idea that the reader has to read it several

12
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times before the ideas become thoroughly understood. This
careful study of the poem can be an enjoyable challenge in
itself. The feeling of elation once a complicated sequence of
ideas has been mastered is often enough to make the more

challenging poem the greater favourite in the end®

How many of your students associate their studies with elation? And yet it
should go without saying. That is why it needs to be said; -- in the hope of finding
out ways in which our students can be helped to experience the excitements of
literature.

One brief anecdote might be useful here. Five years ago, one of my Yemeni
students said to me, “There’s a big difference between reading a novel for pleasure
and reading it for an exam.” I told him,“Read it for pleasure, and you will do
better on my exam.” Since then I have told the story to all my classes, and it has
served to change the attitude of many of my students.

Now for practices which help or hinder this kind of learning.

(2) Teaching begins when the words are understood.

Students and teachers often complain that classes are boring, and indeed they
often are when the teacher merely explains the vocabulary and then thinks his job
is done, whereas it is there that the real business of a literature class can begin.
Such an approach also damagingly endorses a notion which many of my Arab
students have somehow acquired: that texts are invisible until the teacher talks
about them. We should not knuckle under to this assumption, but demonstrate to
studenté that there is a lot they can do on their own (starting with their
dictionaries), and that their courses will be much more interesting if they come to
class well-prepared. As I like to say to my students:“Walk at home so we can
dance in class.” (Of course my hope is that soon they will be able to dance at home

as well.)

13



Solitary reading also leads the student to realize that good reading s an
interaction between the reader and the text. How many of my students say that a
poem or a story is boring because they have never opened the doors of their mind
to it! The literary work has just been beating at these closed doors, and the result is
only a bruised forehead.

One further point needs to be made in this connection. A class in
literature is the comparing of literary experiences. If the student has not
experienced the literature, there is really nothing to talk about.

This leads me to my next topic.

(3) The need for good editions.

One of the reasons our students do not prepare well is that too often they do
not have well-annotated editions. How can they experience the literary work
through the barrier of unnecessary obscurity? Unusual or archaic meanings should
be provided. In the examples I shall use in this paper, I have annotated seven
words and phrases: it would seriously disable a reader of Dickens, for example,
not to know that“wonderful” means “amazing” ; and a student who thought that
“Haply” meant“happily” would miss a crucial point in Shakespeare 's sonnet.
Some poems require further annotation; Yeats's“Easter 1916,” for instance,
clearly calls for a historical footnote. A lack of such notes means that too much
classtime will be spent explaining allusions, etc., which the students themselves
could easily have learned at home. Informative notes do not load down a poem;
they remove obstacles. For Shakespeare’s plays, then, one should assign a text like
the Heinemann or the New Swan from Longmans. For poetry and fiction one
should select texts according to the quality of their notes. The York Classics from
the Librairic du Liban, for example, are particularly well suited to our students'

needs.
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(4) What does it mean? Why this is a dangerous question.

When we take a sentence in a poem and ask, “What does it mean? " the only
accurate answer is: It means precisely what it says. Literature is by definition a
painstakingly careful use of language. Let us take as an example the first sentence

of Robert Frost’s “The Vantage Point” —— a wonderfully teachable poem.

If tired of trees I seek again mankind,
Well I know where to hie me* -- in the dawn, go

To a slope where the cattle keep* the lawn. occupy

When you first read the whole sonnet, it seems to be about a speaker who
likes to spend half his time in the company of his fellow men and half his time
alone with nature. But students quickly notice that dawn is an odd time to choose
if you want to meet people. And where does he go? To a meadow full of cows.
Obviously, something peculiar is going on, and a preference for solitude over
society can be see throughout the poem. But for my present purpose 1 just want to
look at the first line. If a student asks,“What does it mean?” we might hazard,“If
when I'm tired of nature I go looking for people again.” But“trees” are concrete
living things that we can touch and smell, and the choice of trees rather
than“nature” brings us rather close to trees just at the moment when the speaker
seems to be distancing himself from them. This suspicion is reinforced by the
choice of the abstract “mankind,” which has the opposite effect: just as we are
supposed to be getting closer to men and women the large abstract distances them.
(A quick way of confirming this would be your reaction if 1 said that after my
classes I like to have a cup of coffee with some of mankind.) The line would be
vtterly different if Frost had said,“If tired of nature I seek people.”

“What does it mean? " is therefore a dangerous question, unless it is
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understood as: Let us circle around the meaning of this passage, gradually getting
closer and closer to the actual words on the page.

I'll take a brief example from a novel. A technique which has proved to be
very effective with my students in Yemen and Jordan is to compare a page from a
novel with the corresponding page in a simplified version. Here are parts of the

opening page of Dickens’ Bleak House.

London. Michaelmas term lately over, and the Lord
Chancellor sitting in Lincolns Inn Hall. Implacable November
weather. As much mud in the streets, as if the waters had but
lately retired from the face of the earth, * and it would not be
wonderﬁtl*>I= to meet a Megalosaurus, forty feet long or so,
waddling like an elephantine lizard up Holborn Hill. Smoke
lowering down from the chimney-pots, making a soft black
drizzle with flakes of soot in it as big as full-grown snowflakes
-- gone into mourning, one might imagine, for the death of the
sun. ... Dogs, undistinguishable in mire. Horses, splashed to
their very blinkers...Fog everywhere. Fog up the river.... fog
down the river.... Most of the shops lighted two hours before
their time -- as the gas seems to know, for it has a haggard and
unwilling look.

(* i.e., after Noah's flood; **amazing)

And so the text continues, with no finite verbs in its main clauses for the rest
of the page. Even from these few lines you can feel how the stagnation which is
the novel’s main concern is allowed to infect the grammar (and to set off the
delightful contrasting fancies of the narrator, who is our champion throughout this

novel against the deadliness of the weather, the law, and the aristocracy). And
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Dickens’ fanciful subordinate clauses do of course have their lively verbs.

Now look at a simplified version:
London, 1852. London in November. It was cold winter
weather. There was mud in the streets. Dogs were covered in
mud, almost drowned in it. Horses, pulling carriages through
the city streets, were splashed up to their eyes. There was Jog
too. The fog was everywhere. Street lamps sent a pale, yellow

light through the thick foggy air. (3)

Brief as it is, this should be sufficient to show how the quality of the passage
has been damaged. The first two sentence-fragments are in Dickens manner, but
then the interpolation of verbs into the main clauses seriously undermines the
meaning of the text. And yet a lot of teachers leave their students with paraphrases
like this, mutilating the literature. The worst thing we can do as teachers of
literature is give our students a substitute text for the work of art we are ostensibly
teaching them. Indeed, comparing originals with substitutions like this one can
help students to see the actual literature far more precisely, and that is when they
begin to enjoy it and to work harder in order to increase their enjoyment.

So we must not create substitute texts or interpose our commentary like a

barrier between the students and the author ,which leads to my next point.

(5) Study the literature, not the teacher.

One of the saddest sights at a university is to see students wandering about
Just before examinations clutching to their chests their teachers’ notes which they
are doggedly memorizing. This leads to what I call the MRF syndrome: Memorize
- Regurgitate - Forget. Too often our students see their university career as killing

off courses rather than gaining any lasting benefit from them. This also inevitably
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prevents their academic career from being cumulative, which ought to be its chief
characteristic, each course building on the solid foundation of earlier ones.
Solidity of knowledge and skills is all too rare among out students. Many of them
leave our universities with nothing gained except a piece of paper called a B.A.
At graduation ceremonies I have often watched students in whose minds their
university experience has left no footprints. A very expensive way of remaining the
same! And of course ther usefulness to themselves or society has not increased af
all. It is a waste of private and public funds.

As 1 say, teaching methods are often to blame, especially the insistence on
dependence. We have rules against plagiarism, but teaching through mermorization
is institutionalized plagiarism. T have heard plenty of gruesome stories about
teachers who openly deplore a student bringing into classrooms or essays any idea
that the professor has not enunciated. It is as if the teacher were saying to the
student: Horrors! You want to participate in your own education? These human
cassette-recorders 1 see on campus jamming their teachers’ words into their heads
are studying the teacher, not the literature.

Many of our students manifest an almost pathological dependence on the
teacher. 1In class I constantly find myself having to say: “Don’t believe me!” To
take one recent exampie from thousands: the class was discussing Shakespeare’s
line: “My mistress eyes are nothing like the sun.” After a while a student raised
her hand and asked, “Dr. Linfield, did you say that Shakespeare means her eyes are
like the sun or aren’t like the sun? © My answer of course was, “You tell me.”
The students themselves find their own behaviour comic, once they become aware
of what they are doing, like someone who has just noticed that he’s put his shirt on
inside-out.

I have therefore come to believe that the most important thing we can say in
class is, “Don’t believe me -- look for yourself.” Enforced dependence impedes
learning, and it has two other far-reaching personal and civic consequences: it

encourages dishonesty, and it perpetuates immaturity.
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Our job as teachers is to become progressively unnecessary, and every Final
Exam should be a Declaration of Independence. Independent discovery is what
leads to excitement and elation. No one has put this more eloquently than John
Stuart Mill in his 1832 essay “On Genius.” It is as fresh and as necessary today as

it was 160 years ago.

What is a new truth? That which has been known a thousand
years may be a new truth to you and me. There are born into
the world every day several hundred thousand human beings,
to whom all truth whatever is new truth. The question is, how
is [the individual] to know it? There is one way; and nobody
has ever hit upon more than one -- by discovery. A man who
knows may tell me what he knows, as far as words go, and 1
may learn to parrot it after him; but if I would know it, 1 must
place my mind in the same state in which he placed his; 1
must make the thought my own thought; 1 must verify the fact
by my own observation, or by interrogating my own
consciousness. To know truths is always to discover them.
[If one has only been repeating what someone else has said,
then he has merely believed the thoughts.] They were not the
fruit of his own observation; he had taken them upon trust. If
he had happened to forget them, they had been lost altogether;
whereas the truths which we know we can discover again and
again ad libitum. (6)

The goals of a conference on improving teaching in Arab universities will
only be achieved if we seek to promote this process of discovery rather than
impede it. This means encouraging progressive independence in learning -- a
commitment required not just on the part of academics but also of parents and the

culture in general.
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This last remark might seem so daunting that it is worth adding that we don’t
have to change the world -- we just have to act differently in our modest
classrooms. It is important to be aware of the various kinds of resistance to
independence instilled in many of our students, but let us not be so overwhelmed
that we slip into Prufrock’s excuse for inaction:

Do Idare

Disturb the universe?

What then should we be doing? I am well aware that the strategy I am
going to describe will not be totally new to you. One does not expect conferences
like this to invent the wheel, but to make sure that it is turning. To serve this
purpose, there are two things that we can most usefully do : (a) we can re-dedicate
ourselves to teaching discovery ; and (b) we can suggest specific practical

strategies by which to implement this goal. This brings me to my central point:

(6) We should teach questions, not answers.

As John Stuart Mill says, if I wish to learn something from somebody else, I
must place my mind in the same state in which he placed his. This means that as
teachers we must ask ourselves what we do as readers of literature, perhaps
unconsciously, and teach our students how to do the same. In practical terms, this
means that for each of the literary genres we should give our students a set of
questions which they can ask of a text -- a bunch of keys, if you like, which will
help them to unlock texts for themselves. I think the single most striking
characteristic of the majority of my Arab students is a lack of curiosity. Since
curiosity is an inborn attribute of all human infants, I often modify the old adage,
“Curiosity killed the cat,” and ask: “Who killed curiosity?” At the heart of our
profession is the need to rekindle curiosity.

Questions, therefore, will serve the student of literature more than answers.
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A different set of questions will be required for verse, prose fiction, and drama. In
this paper it will be most economical to concentrate on verse, since examples can
be briefer. ©

At the beginning of an introductory course on poetry I hand the following
sheet out to my students. These are the questions I have found most productive;
yours may differ. The main thing is that the questions be manageable. Small
questions build to large answers, whereas large questions tend to force students’
into dependence on their teachers. The impression I get from most of my students
is that in their earlier courses the teaching went right over their heads. Often I find
that not only do they not expect to enjoy their studies, they do not even expect to
understand them, and are therefore not surprised or disappointed if they dont.
The pleasure of overcoming challenges is therefore closed to them. Over the past
ten years in Yemen and Jordan, the following questions have proved their
effectiveness in reversing the lack of hope that had handicapped so many of my

students.
POETRY: A SET OF KEYS

When reading a poem, consider the following:

(a) THEME: religion, love, death, work, nature, etc.

(b) SITUATION: Who is talking to whom? Where? When?

(¢) PLOT: Every work of literature has a beginning, a middle,
and an end. The relationship between these is the
plot. For any particular poem, look at the nature of
these constituents and how they relate. For example:

* One of the referees who read an earlier version of this paper (to both of whom I am
grateful for their incisive comments) felt that I should give as much time to the novel and
drama as I do to poetry. Although I hold to my belief that a concentration on poetry is
more suitable for a paper of this length, I would like to suggest here that other genres
would be better taught if we approached them more as we approach short poems, i.c., we
should select key scenes and passages and go into them in depth, and provide students
with a set of about a dozen questions (like my "Keys to Poetry") appropriate to the genre
under consideration.
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-- narrative;

-- (event &) reflection;

-- statement / counter-Statement;

-- gquestion to answer;

-- logical (if ... then, etc.);

Are there any surprises? Contradictions?

(d) DICTION (word choice): What kind of words does the poet
choose? Learned, colloquial, archaic? Abstract,
concrete? Is the diction consistent or varied?

(e) TONE (as in tone of voice): Funny? Pleading? Angry?
Confident? Does it change?

() FORM: What is the form, and how does the form relate to
the meaning?

(g) DEVICES (the characteristic tools of poetry):

-- Imagery (How much? From what arca of human
experience?)

-- Repetition;

-- Sound effects (rhythm, metre, rhyme, assonance,
alliteration, onomatopoeia)

-- Relation of sentence structure to line structure.

(You will find that with each poem some of these questions will
be  more fruitful than others. This will in itself tell you
something about this particular poem and this particular poet.)
Always ask: “What?” and then “So what?” In a good poem,
everything works together to communicate the ideas and
emotions the poet wants us to experience. Everything you say
or write about a poem should help us to see what it
communicates and how. To talk about form alone is utterly
useless and boring. And don't forget the basic truth about
poetry: The beginning and end of poetry is pleasure. Also,
ponder these two remarks by Philip Larkin and Ezra Pound,
respectively:

“Some time ago | came to the conclusion that to write a poem
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was o construct a verbal device that would preserve an
experience indefinitely, by reproducing it in whoever read the
poem.” @

Poetry is a centaur. The thinking, word-arranging, clarifying

Saculty must move and leap with the energizing, sentient,
musical faculties.”(%)

It is quite amazing what a wide range of issues are raised when the class
concentrates on details -- issues not only literary but also historical, ethical,
inter-cultural, psychological, philosophical.... To come back for a moment to my
earlier examples: “The Vantage Point” engenders lively discussions about the pros
and cons of solitude and also a consideration of the place of duplicity in literature
and the way in which Frost plays with expectations associated with the Petrarchan
sonnet. Bleak House leads to searching questions about what helps or hinders
people in living their lives to the full, and serves as a very clear instance of the
narrator as a champion who helps us to live more fully. And the most important

point is that these issues will be derived from the text by the students themselves.

We can try out the set of poetry questions on Shakespeare’s sonnet 29,
another eminently teachable poem.

When, in disgrace with Fortune and mens eyes,

Lall alone beweep my outcast state,

And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless* cries, Sfutile
4 And look upon myself and curse my fate,

Wishing me like to one more rich in hope,

Featured like him, like him with friends possessed,

Desiring this mans art and that mans scope,

8 With what I most enjoy contented least;
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Yet in these thoughts myself almost despising
Haply* I think on thee, and then my state, by chance
Like to the lark at break of day arising
12 From sullen” earth, sings hymns at heavens gate: gloomy
For thy sweet love remembered such wealth brings

That then I scorn to change my state with kings.

Most students will be able to describe the theme as concerned with a
dejected speaker rescued from his depression by thoughts about his beloved, and
will be able to see that the speaker is addressing that person. They will probably
say, correctly, that the diction is in a middling range, tending more to the colloquial
than the high-flown. I would then ask about the form, which they will be able to
recognize as a Shakespearean sonnet, divided into three quatrains and a couplet.
The plot is narrative, and has the shape of a description of a mental state followed
chronologically by an utterly contrasting mood. Plot can easily be connected with
structural form: in lines 1-8 the speaker is obviously depressed, in the first
quatrain concentrating on his abandoned state and then in the second comparing
himself negatively with other people, descending to the nadir of dejection in line 8:
“With what I most enjoy contented least,” before turning on the “Yet” of line 9 to
the joy of the third quatrain and the contentment of the final couplet.

All of this the students can discover on their own, and in class I would first
elicit these comments from them. Then I would try to get the students to relate the
plot to tone and the various poetic devices. The two parts of the poem are very
different, not only in tone but in manner. There is very little imagery, which makes
the principal simile (the lark) stand out. On being asked about lineation, the
students should be able to see that the first eight lines all end with a punctuation
stop of some kind, and it is only when the speakers heart leaps up like a lark in

lines 11-12 that the syntax also escapes from the cage of the lines.
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They will also notice the alliteration, most obviously in the initial and final
alliteration of “Like to the lark” and then in “sullen/sings” and “hymns/heaven,”
and the assonance in “sings” and “hymns,” and 1 would help them to see that
although despising and “arising rhyme” (with a contrapuntal contrast in meaning),
despising ends on a lowered pitch whereas arising (appropriately) must end on a
rising pitch because its syntactic unit is incomplete. Then, if the students have a
solid grounding in metrical analysis, they might notice how the anapestic lilt in
“Like to the lark™ is achieved by a trochaic substitution in the first foot. How
different the effect would be if instead of “Like to the lark”
written “Like the lark™!

Shakespeare had

In good poetry, as Alexander Pope says, a thousand charms conspire (Essay
on Criticism, 1.339). In Shakespeare’s sonnet the students will discover how many
systems conspire to enact the exhilaration of the emotional release from dejection
to joy:

Yet in these thoughts myself almost despising
Haply I think on these, and then my state,

Like to the lark at break of day arising

From sullen earth, sings hymns at heavens gate;

Once provided with their set of keys, students should be able to notice all or
most of these effects on their own and see how Shakespeare, like a centaur,
celebrates and enacts the liberating sense of relief which love or close friendship
can bring to a person who has been so depressed that he wanted to be anybody
rather than himself. And the prominently placed “Haply” can lead to a discussion
of how joy is not under our control but comes to us by chance or grace. (A
religious reader might conclude that heaven was not so deaf after all.)

The main point of this brief demonstration is that the most effective way to
teach literature is to shift the initiative to the students. When students realize how

much they can do on her own, the foundation is laid for a productive engagement
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with literature. As in all learning situations, nothing succeeds like success.
Moreover, the skills gained are transferable to all texts, and transferable skills are

at the heart of any education worthy of the name.

(7) The need for the constant invigoration of teachers.

The approach I am recommending requires much more energy from teachers
than does conventional lecturing, and therefore requires more reinforcement from
colleagues and other professionals in the field. In any profession, especially those
where we repeat ourselves so often, as in teaching, there is a tendency to become
jaded. A bored teacher leads to bored students, and bored students do not truly
learn anything. 1 remember wandering down the corridor of one university and
through every classroom window seeing an almost immobile protessor sitting at
his desk, with a pile of papers in front of him, reading his notes in a monotone. I
said to myself : “A lot of teaching going on ; but how much learning?” That is
the reason why it is so useful to gather in conferences like this one, and enjoy
having the dust of routine blown off us. It is also a very good idea to visit one
anothers classes -- there is always something to be learned. Other energizing
programmes can be initiated. In Amman, for instance, the British Council has for
the past five years sponsored two public lectures a month called “Enjoying
Literature,” and many teachers say that the series has helped to kindle their
enthusiasm and that of their students.

This brings me back to my beginning: if the teacher does not take pleasure in
literature, his or her students never will. Literature wants to be approached in the
spirit of the following words by the British poet and critic John Wain. Especially
since religion is such an important part of the lives of Arab students, this
description of poetrys relation to the miracle of existence has struck a deep chord

in many of the young men and women I have taught in the Middle East.
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All of us who are alive try to be more and more alive, not to let
experience flow over us as if we were cold stones on a
river-bed being slowly smoothed but not modified: we want to
participate, to enter fully into the abundance of life, to respond
to the beauty of the earth, the cyclical drama of the seasons,
the living tapestry of history, the complexity of human beings
and of the natural world. In pursuing these aims we have two
great allies. One is our relationships... The other is the arts,
the complex of devices by which man has pushed to the limit
his exploration of the world he has been given to live in, and
his own role in it. Poetry, among these arts, occupies a
queenly position. Since so much of our exploration of life is
through words and images, the vivid freshness that poetry
brings to us, its continual shock of recognition, keys up our
responses and moves us nearer to a fruitful relationship with
life. It can rescue us from dailiness and show us the miracle of

existence through washed eyes. )
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Literary Texts in Structuralist Analysis

Tawfiq Yousef

Faculty of Arts - University of Jordan

Abstract

This paper deals with the ways that the application of the techniques and
principles of Structural Linguistics to literary texts has affected critical analysis.
Starting with de Saussure’s insights about binary oppostitions, it traces the
development of structural analysis from Propp, Todorov, and Greimas, passing
through Jakobson, Strauss and Barthes until it finally culmimates in the
contributions of the more recent French, British and American structuralists. To
enhance the theoretical dimension, several literary works to which the techniques
of structural analysis have been applied are referred to in some detail. The paper
concludes with a general evaluation of the achievements, drawbacks and prospects

of the structuralist approach and its relationship to post structuralism .
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Literary Texts in Structuralist Analysis

Literary Structuralism is a methodological movement concerned with
studying literary texts as total systems or connected wholes. Since its emergence in
the 1930s, structuralism has been trying to adopt the methods of linguistics,
particularly structural linguistics developed in the early 1920s. Assuming that the
linguistic description is technically systematic and comprehensive, some critics
tried to utilize the techniques of linguistics as the best available methods of
analysis. The most influential structuralist model of language was de Saussure’s
Course in General Linguistics (1916). Literary structuralists have been drawing
upon de Saussure’s concepts of binary oppositions such as langue and parole,
diachronic and synchronic, syntagmatic and paradigmatic, signifier and signified,
etc. in their endeavour to make the study of literature as scientific as possible. As
Robert Scholes (1) obvserves: “By moving from the study of language to the study
of literature, and seeking to define the principles of structuralism that operate not
only through the individual works but through the relationships among works over
the whole field of literature, structuralism had tried - and is trying - to establish for
literary studies a basis that is as scientific as possible” (10).

Taking their impetus from the linguistic studies of de Saussure, Roman
Jakobsom and others, structuralists argued that particular works of literature are
only utterances (items of Parole) within a system of conventions corresponding to
langue. Thus literary texts were viewed as structures that have their internal
patterns of connection rather than as sets of isolated items.

The structuralist study of fiction begins with Vladimir Propp’s pioneering
work on the Russian fairy tale, Morphology of the Folktale (1928). Propp was a
formalist, but he also represents the formalist position within literary structuralism.
Propp’s analysis of the folktale served as a point of departure for the

structuctrualist analysis of the plot. Basing his conclusions on a detailed study of
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over one hundred Russian fairy tales, Propp found out that though the characters of
a folktale are variable, their “functions” in the tales are constant and limited. He
also conclueded that all folktales are of one type in regard to their structure, that
the number of “functions” never exceeds thirty - one, and that the spheres of action
or the character roles are seven.

Propp used the term “function” for each action isolated. He claimed that the
plot in all the tales he analyzed consists of functional units. The functions are too
long to mention here but the roles are seven, mamely: the villain, the donor, the
helper, the sough - for - person, the dispatcher, the hero, and the false hero. One
character may play more than one of these roles, and one role may employ several
charcters.

Propp’s main contribution to structuralis analysis is that it made critics look
at plot - functions and character - roles with and eye for their interconnections.
Moreover, his work became a point of departure for several structuralists such as
A.J. Greimas and Tzvetan Todorov. By defining the basic structure of a master -
tale with anapproximately 31 functions and 7 roles, Prop was able to consturct a
kind of grammar for the folktale which was later modified to extend its application
to other forms of narrative. With Propp’s work was established the basis of
narratolgy.

Withe the works of Grenimas and Todorov narratology began to adopt a
transformational approach. Structuralists assumed that in the same way that a finite
set of hanguage rules can generate a theoretically infinite number of correct
sentences, a grammar of narrative consisting of a set of narrative rules can generate
a very large number of texts. For example, in the area of folktales we may find
between the possible generative grammar of this genre and the individual tales
produced the same kind of elationship that exists between the grammar (langue) of
language and the possible sentences of that language (parole) as generated by that

grammar. As a matter of fact, folktales do not constitute a closed corpus, and to the
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large number of the already exist ng tales a new large number can be added. In
other words, the grammar of es genre is capable of generating an infinite number
of tales. Thus narrative grammar in this sense represents the ideal narrative
competence and the individual tales stand for narrative performance.

However, this process can be limited. The fact is that each story of a fairy
tale represents unique possibility from an infinite number of possibilities. The
postulated narrative grammar should not, therefore, aim at generating unique works
but would account for the fundamental rules governing the production of a certain
literary genre. It is possible to discover the rules of a particular genre, and it is in
this sense that structuralists speak of a grammar of narrative or a narrative
grammar .

Greimas and Todorov proposed transformation as basic to narratology or
narrative grammar. In their analysis, a narrative sentence roughly corresponds to a
sentence in linguistics. For example, just as a linguistic sentence is divided into NP
+ VP, the narrative sentence is divisible into subject and predicate, and narrative
sentences combine to form narrative sequences which, in turn, combine to form
larger units.

Propp classified the thirty - one functions he found in the Russian folktales
into thirty - one segments. Accordingly, the narrative structure of a given tale can
be represented by the sequence of functions which compose the tale. The other
structuralists tried to reduce to a more manageable size the narrative functions
which can be used to form a sequence of actions.

Like Propp, Greimas argued for a “grammar” of narrative. For him, all
narrative consists of the transfer of a value from one “actant” to another. An actant
performs a certain function in the story which may be classified as Subject or
Object, Sender or Receiver, Helper or Opponent. All actants can be fitted into these
3 sets of binary oppositions. Several characters may perform the function of one

actant, or one chracter may combine the functions of two actants. The actant is also
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involved in doing things which may be classified as : (1) performative, involving
tests, struggles, etc. , (2) contractual, concerned whith the establishment and
breaking of contrcts, and (3) disjunctional, implying departure and return. These
kinds of actions determine the different kinds of plot structure in narrative. Finally,
all concepts are semantically defined by a binary relationship with their oppsites or
negatives which may be represented by the basic semiotic model : A : B::- A: B
(A is to be as - A is to - B). All narrative, therefore, is seen as the transformation
into actants and actions of a thematic four-term homology .

Greinas developed what he called “structrual semantics” in which he treated
narratives as if they were sentences and characters as “actants” that work as nouns:
subjects or objects. A narrative segence employs two actants whose relationship
must be either oppositionl or its negation. Thes relationship will generate
fundamental actions (or plots) of disjunction and conjunction, separation and
union, struggle and reconciliation, etc. The movement from one actant to another
constitutes the essence of narrative.

To give an example, David Lodge’s ) analysis of Hemingway’s short story
“Cat in the Rain” shows that this is a symmetrical story consisting of several
binary oppositions such as husband and wife, manager and wife, maid and wife,
husband and maid, etc. (26). It also indicates that the thematic core of the story is
the opposition between nature and culture, joy and ennui (32). “In Greimas’s
terms”, writes Lodge, “the wife is the subject of the story and the cat the object.
The hotel-keeper and the maid enact the role of helper, and George is the opponent.
The story is disjunctive (departure and return) and concerns the transfer of the cat
to the wife” (24). Lodge concludes : “One could summarize this story in the style
of Greimas as follows : loving is to quarrelling as stroking a cat to reading a book,
a narrative transformation of the opposition between joy and ennui” (32) . Using
the four-term homology of Greimas, Lodge comes up with the folowing model :

Loving (joy) : Quarrelling (Ennui) : : Stroking a cat (Non-joy, a giving but not
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receiving of pleasure) : reading a book (non-ennui). (32).

Todorov has extended Propp’s and Greimas’s methodologies. His work on
Boccaccio’s Decameron (1969) has become a kind of model for other structuralist
studies. Todorov starts by assuming a universal grammar of narrative. He then
divides any narrative into its constituent elements as follows :

1- Parts of speech : a. the proper noun (or character).b. the verb (or action).

c. the adjective (or attribute) .

2 - Proposition: (structurally equivalent to a sentence in a language).

3 - Sequence : (a complete system of propositions or several sentences).

4 - Story : (the story as and individul unit). A story consists of various
sequences (Hawkes 97).()

Like Greimas, Todoroy argues that the number of functions as produced
by Propp is too much and should be reduced. according to him, a typical tale would
include five obligatory elements, namely: the opening situation of equilibrium, the
degradation of the situation, the state of disequilibrium, the search for and recovery
of the lost object, and the re-establishment of the initial equilibrium (29) .

Todorov® maintains that there are two main principles of narrative:
succession and transformation(30). He believes that Propp’s formulation is based
on the system of succession and that is not enough. In his wiew, no narrrative can
dispense with the principle of transformation: “Ordinarily, even the simplest, least
elaborate narrative puts the two principles into action simultaneously” (30).
Todorov also speaks of different forms of transformation such as the
“transformation of negation”, the “transformation of mode”, and the transformation
of intention (30-31). To give an example, one would say that there is a
transformation in Dickens’s Great Expectatiions from Pipp’s state of ignorance at

the beginnig of the novel to his state of knowledge or less ignorance at the end.

Before we move on to other structuralists who have devoted most of their

work to the study of narrative fiction, we should go back to Roman Jakobson(®
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whose role in the development of structuralist poetics has been very crucial. There
is no doubt that Jakobson is the true founder of moden linguistic poetics which
later formed the basis of literary structuralism. Using the paradigmatic and
syntagmatic aspects of language structure as viewed by de Saussure, Jakobson
postulated in his essay entitled “Two Aspects of Language and Two Types of
Aphasic Disturbances” the famous metaphor / metonymy opposition. Metaphor is
related to substitution on the paradigmatic axis; metonymy is related to movement
along the syntagmatic chain. In other words, metaphor and metonymy correspond
to the two principles of similarity (selection) and contiguity (combination)
respectively. Jakobson asserted that all language forms involve two processes:
selection and combination. Thus the constituent elements of text are first selected
and then combined to made a whole. Metaphor (selection) and metonymy
(combination) beccome two mental functions involved in the formation of
language structures. Jakobson (5) adds that metaphor predominates in poetry while
metonymy is prevalent in prose discourse.

The way in which these two aspects of language are used is an important
feature of a writer's style. In literary works, the text may move according to
relationships of similarity or contiguity, i.e., a metaphoric or a metonymic thought
process. We may also find that a writer coposes his work through a combination of
metaphorical and metonymical strategies with one of them often predominant.
Jakobson argues that in literary history either metaphor or metonymy was
predominant. According to him, the metaphoric process abounds in romanticism
and symbolism, while metonymy is predominant in the realistic trend .

Jakobson’s (ideas reveal great insights about the nature of the creative
process and the distinction between the language of poetry and that of prose.
Following the principle of selection, a writer selects a word, for example, and
rejects its antonym or synonym. Following the paths of contiguity, the author

moves from one element of the text to another, from plot to characters, to point of
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view, to setting, etc. back and forth in space and time. By and large, Jakobson’s®)
views challenge the traditional view that prose is unadorned language, while poetry
is ornamented language. Prose fiction, he shows, can no longer be regarded as
being broadly non-figurative. The fact is that if prose avoids using metaphor, it
does not avoid using metonymy.

Futhermore, Jakobson’s®® discussion of verbal communicatin and the
factors involved in it, namely, addresser, context, message, contact, code, and
addressee has been frequently taken up by literary structuralists. In addition, his
identification of the six functions of verbal communicatin which include the
emotive, conative, poetic, referential, phatic, and metalingual has been utilized to
differentiate between several language functions, For example, epic poetry is said
to employ the referential function as well as the poetic function, and lyric poetry
activates the emotive function along with the poetic, (“Linguistics and Poetics”:
35-39).

The best exponent of Jakobson’s® method of analysis is the essay
coauthored with Levi-Strauss entitled “Les chats de Charles Baudelaire”. In that
essay, the authors embarked on a close analysis of the patterns of contrast and
parallelism on the levels of phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, rhetoric,
theme, tone, and stanza structure to the neglect of biography, literary and cultural
history, and the reader’s response. The basis of Jakobsonian analysis is that a poem
consists of a set of linguistically based frameworks, structures, or matrices. Many
things are used as a basis of organization: rhyme distribution, grammatical
categories, sentence structure, syntactic parallelism, verb tenses, identical
phonemes, etc. Similar units are isolated and set in opposition to each other until
some connections are established and an organizational oreder emerges. Binary
oppositions are utilized and the tension between their symmetrical and
dissymetrical elements provides the structural basis of the entire compsition .

This structuralist analysis assumes maximum systematization of all elements
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at all levels throughout the text. It also makes ample use of binary oppositions as a
major structural device. Such contrasted pairs as singular/plural, short.long/
masculine / feminine outer/inner /odd / even / anterior / posterior, centre / marginal
abound in this analytic system. The aim is to discover a text’s structural potential.
At the end of their analysis, the authors find that the fundamental contrast is
female-sensuality/male-logic. The text is not relted to anything other than itself.

This brief sketch of Jakobson’s and Levi - Strauss’s controversial article may
serve as an example of structuralist analysis of poetic texts. But what is the point of
this kind of approach whose main concern is the listing of various symmetries and
binary opposiotions, regardless of their relative significance? This question has
been raised and challenged by several critics including Jonathan Culler and
Michael Riffaterre. (Structuralist Poetics:63 . “poetic Structure”, respectively 197).

A similar objection to Jakobsonion analysis has been voiced by Roger
Fowler® in his essay “Language and the Reader:Shakespeare’s Sonnet 73". After
explaining his objections, Fowler posits his own linguistic analysis of
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 63. (79-122) .

However, there is no doubt that Jakobson’s theory sheds light on modern
poetics. It emphasizes the “poeticalness” of poetry and the “literariness” of all
literary texts besides drawing our attention to the principles of structuration in each
genre. Furthermore, it underlines the importance of repetitions, parallels, and
antitheses in the interpretation of poetry. Such a realization prompts a closer
scrutiny and may encourage further interpretation. Folowing this kind of analysis,
we are urged to analyze the various kinds of categories and patterns on all the
linguistic levels which can link the stanzas of a poem in a variety of combinations.

Before moving on to Roland Barthes (7), let us have a brief look at
Levi-strauss’s contribution to structuralist analysis. For Levi-Strauss, the unit for
analysis is not the tale but the myth. His “Mytheme” (usually a sentence) roughly

corresponds to Propp’s “function”. What we are interested in when dealing with
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the Straussian method is his use of binary oppositions resulting in the four-term
homology which became central in further structuralist analysis. For Levi-strauss,
the structure which underlies every myth is that of a four-term homology,
correlating one paer of opposed themes with another. This relationship can be
expressed in the following semiotic model:A: B:: C : D (A is to B what C is to D).
Thus in the Oedipus myth, he produces the following formula: the overrating of
blood relations is to the underrating of blood relations as the attempt to escape
autochthony is to the underrating of blood relations as the attempt to escape
autochthony is to the impossibility of succeeding in it. The first unit of the first pair
emphasizes relations in which kinship ties are very close; the second unit, by
contrast, emphasies relations in which kinship ties are violated by fratricide or
parricide. Correspondingly, the first unit of the second pair denies the
autochthonous origin of man while the second one affirms it. Furthermore,
Levi-Strauss’s contrubution to structuralist analysis of poetry has already been
explained in the foregoing discussion which dealt with Jakobson’s and
Levi-Strauss’s analysis of Baudelaire’s “Les Chats”. There is no doubt that both in
his approach to myth and in his analysis of poetry, Levi-Strauss was influenced by
the structural linguistics of de Saussure and Roman Jakobson. As mentioned
earlier, the kind of analysis provided in Jakobson’s and Levi-Strauss’s essay on
Baudelaire’s poem has set a model for structuralist analysis.

By far, the most controversial figure in structuralist poetics has been Roland
Barthes, who has contributed to the development of structuralism as much as he
did to its decadence. As Robert Scholes(!) describes him: “He is an essentially
unsystematic writer who loves system, a structuralist who dislikes structure” (148).

Taking linguistics not only as a source of inspiration but also as a
methodological model, Barthes(”) shared in the 1960s the structuralist ambition to
found a “science” of criticism. To achieve this end, Barthes tried to apply linguistic

concepts to individual literary works and to literature as a whole. Following in the
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footsteps of the earlier structuralists, Barthes spoke of the literary work as a system

whose elements are defined by their relations to one another. Such relatios can be

seen on both the syntagmatic and the paradigmatic levels. Accordingly, literary
texts and literature as a whole are seen as a system of signs. If a writer’s work can
be approached as a system, then it becomes appropriate, as Barthes does in his

anyalysis of Racinian tragedy, to look for the “centre” of that system. To analyse a

literary system is for Barthes to determine the minimal functional elements and see

how they combine to make a complete whole.

In S/Z (1970) Barthes(” made an extensive analysis of Balzac’s short story
“Sarrasine” as a practical exercise in structuralist theory. Although Barthes called
his work “textual analysis”, it was partly structuralist and partly postructuralist.

Actually, Barthes was both advancing and subverting strucuralist theory and
practice. However, it is with the structuralst aspect that ew are concerned in this
paper .

Barthes’s method of reading is to divide the text into its smallest functional
units which he calls “lexies”. Alexies is the minimal unit of reading, a stretch of
the text isolated as having a specific function diefferent from that of neighbouring
stretches of text. Barthes divides Balzac’s short story into 561 meaning-units or
lexies. His movement is basically linear nd involves a movement form the text out
to the worls involed by it. He recognizes five master codes in the text against
which every significant aspect of it can be considered. The five codes are:

(1) The proairetic code, or code of actions. Under this code, we can discuss
every action or event in a story. Thus the narrative is divisible into sequences
which are opened to be completed at the end. This code governs the reader’s
constuction of the plot. The principles of chronology, causality, and contiguity
can be used as natural models against which the events can be interpreted. The
proairetic code is prospective in the sense that it is concerned with suspence or

curiosity or what makes the andience wonder what will happen next.
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(2) The hermeneutic code, or code of puzzles. It involves a series of questions and
answers, enigmas and soloutions. Thus an enigma is isollated, posited, delayed,
and finally resolved. Even more, the desire of the reader to know how an
enigma is solved acts as a kind of structural principle. This code is, by contrast,
retrospective, in the sense that it deals with the solution of some enigma
proposed earlier in the text.

(3) The connotative, or semic code. This code provides the reader with models
which enable him to collect semantic features that can be assimilated to define
character. Barthes’s discussion of this code sheds light on the activity of
reading during which various details and themes are combined and interpreted
of as to define character when they organize themselves around a particular
proper name. As Barthes put it: “To read is to struggle to name; it is to make
sentences of the text undergo a semantic transformation” (qtd. in Culler:) ®
(236). In other words, when the reader succeeds in naming a series of semes, a
pattern is established and a character is formed.

(4) The cultural, or referential code. Under this code Barthes groups the system of
knowledge, conventions and values invoked by a text .

(5) The symbolic code. This heading refers to the idea or ideas around which the
work is constructed. In “Sarrasine” this code is concerned with the great
antithesis between nature and culture, life and death. Such concepts are said to
be symbolically connected.

Various objections and criticisms have been made about this selection of
codes. “There is something too arbitrary, too personal, and too idiosyncratic about
this metood”, writes Robert Scholes (155). Leonard Jackson® argues that “the
exact status of the codes is very unclear” (154). Jonathan Culler® also remarks
that “the five codes isolated in S/Z do not seem exhaustive or sufficient” (203). But
as Scholes cautions, it would be a a mistake to reject Barthes’s method out of hand

just because of Barthes’s arbitrariness and casualness” (155) . Barthes’s objective
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was to enlarge the level of analysis so as to come to grips with the materials and
elements of actual texts by cutting across the traditional division of narrative texts
into story, plot, character, setting, and theme. He was also trying to work out a
principle of classification for the multiplicity of plots one is always confronted
with. Indeed, Rarthes’s use of codes belongs to the structuralists’ attempt to make
sense of a text by integrating its elements with each other, an integration which
appeals to various modesl of choerence and naturalization .

Further objections to Barthes’s segmentation of narrative texts have been
made by David Lodge'? (19) who writes:

Two further problems arise in applying this kind of appoach to
realistic fiction. If we segment a text into its smallest units of
information, how do we identify those which are functional on
the basic narrative level, and what to do whith those units (the
majority) which are not?

However, Lodge® credits Barthes with finding a solution to such problems
by suggesting in his “Introduction to the Structural Analysis of Narrative” (1960)
that narrative units can be classified as either “nuclei” or “catalysers” (19). Nuclei
open or close narratives that are of direct consequence for the subsequent
development of the narrative and cannot be deleted without altering the story.
Catalysers, on the contrary, are fillers which fill up the space between the nuclei
units and can be deleted without substantially affecting the narrative.

Barthes divided texts into two kinds: readerly and writerly. In a readerly text,
he argued, the reader is rendered idle and can do little than accept or reject the text.
In a writerly text, on the other hand, the reader has a contribution to make. The
readerly text is often written in simple language and is full of details that render the
reader a passive consumer. The writerly text, by contrast forces the reader to
construct its meaning rather than consume it; it invites the reader to join in and be

an active participant.



In the light of this view the classic text, i.e. the realist text, is readerly; we
can get from the text a single, coherent meaning system. The modernist text is
writerly. It invites its readers to an active participation in the production of
meanings that are infinite and inexhaustible. The result is a plurality rather than the
limitation of meaning that re infinite and inexhaustible. The result is a plurality
rather than the limitation of meanings in the so-called classic realist text. By
advocating this approach to literary texts, Barthes was moving from the realm of
structuralism to that of post-structuralism or deconstruction, from the restricted
codes of his structuralist approach to the freer zone of deconstruction with its
endless diverging meanings. In effect, Barthes was actually undermining the
structuralist approach he had been advocating so laboriously.

Gerard Genette!!? is one of the best exponents of structuralist methodology
on both the theoretical and practical levels. Genette’s starting ponit was the
classical tradition of rhetoric. In his analysis in Figuresl (1966) and Figures 11
(1969) he traces the rhetorical activity involved in the perception of the figures of
speech in a text. Actually, a figure of speech is often shown to be the fundamental
structural device fo some texts .

Undoubtedly, Genette’s study fo rhertoric has contributed to its revival and
its use as a way of discerning formal models while interpreting literary texts. As in
other structuralist studies, it is the notion of system and binary oppositions that are
important. Genette is also aware of how much the text depends on the reader’s
activity for its completion .

In his figure I (1972), which was translated into English under the title
Narrative Discourse (1980), Genette identifies and illustrates the basic constituents
and techniques of narrative discourse. Developing the Russian formalists’
distinction between fabula (the story as it would have been enacted in reality) and
sujzet (the presentation of tht story in a discourse), Genette identifies 3 levels of

narrative discourse: “histoire”, recite, and parration. These correspond to “story”,
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“text and “narration” repectively. “Story” designates the events abstracted from the
text and presented in their chronological order. “Text” is the spoken or written
discourse concerned with telling. It is what we read or hiear and not necessarily in
its chronological order. “Narration” is the act or process of speaking or writing the
text. It implies a fictional narrator transmitting a narrative to a fictional narratee.
Simply, it is the way in which the story is presented. Gentte’s distinction between
“story” and “text” is roughly similar to the Russian formalists’ distinction between
fabula and sjuzet, or story and plot in Anglo-American traditional criticism. Th
only difference is that whereas for the formalists both “story” and “plot” are
abstractions, for Genette only *“story” is an abstraction; the “text” is real, the words
on the page.

Apart from identifying these three dimensions of narrative, Genette
discusses three different categories in the temporal organisationof the text, namely:
order, duration, and frequency and two more categories concerned with “mood”
and “voice”. Under “tense” Genette considers the temporal relations between
“story” and “text”: order, duration, and frequency. Order is concerned with the
relation between the order of events in the “story”, which is chronological, and the
order of events in the text, which need not be. In other words, it would answer the
question “when?” in terms like “first, second, third, etc. or before, after, then, last,
etc. Duration concerns the relation between the duration of events in the story and
the time taken to narrate them. It would answer the question “how long?” in terms
of hours, days, months, years, from x till y, etc. The time taken by one may be
shorter or longer than that taken by the other, or approximately similar. The third
category concerns the relationship between the number of times an event occurs in
the story and the number of times it is narrated in the text (see Rimmon-Kenan 46).

Genette identifies and explains the main types of discrepancy between
story-order and text-order and calls them “analepsis” (i.e. flashback or

retrospection) and “prolepsis” (i.e. foreshadowing of anticipation). He describes



events as analeptic or proleptic depending on the order an event happens in the
story and the order in which it appears in the text. If events a, b, ¢ appear in the
order c, a, b then “c” would be proleptic.

Regarding duration Genette discerns two forms of change: acceleration and
deceleration. Acceleration is produced by devoting a short segment of the text to a
long period of the story. Decelertation is produced by devoting a long segment of
text to a short period of the story .

Ellipsis (or omission) produces the maximum speed, where zero textual
space corresponds to some story duration.

As for frequency, Genette is perhaps the first critic to treat this issue.
Repetition-relations between story events and their narration in the text can take
the following forms: (1) Narrating once what happened once, (2) narrating n times
what happened n times, (3) narrating n times what happened once, and (4)
narrating one time what happened n times (Narrative Descourse 114-116 .

With regard to mood and voice Genette distinguishes between “perspective”
or “focalization” and “voice”, thus breaking the question of point-of-view in half,
and in a very fruitful manner. Indeed, this distinction between “perspective” (who
sees the action) and “voice” (who speaks the narrative) is Genette’s most important
contribution to narrative poetics. As Shlomith Rimmon-Kenan observes:
“Genette’s treatment has the great advantage of dispelling the confusion between
perspective and narration which often occurs when point of view or similar terms
are used” (71). Thanks to Genette, speaking and seeing, narration and focalization,
are no more necessarily interchangeable and need not be always attributed to the
same agent although they sometimes coincide in narrative texts.

With the advent of the later genetation of structuralists critical attention has
been substantially diverted from the text-oriented approach of the early
structuralists to a reader-oriented structuralism. To Genette and the later Barthes
one may add Michael Riffaterre,(1? Seymour Chatman, Gerald Prince,(!) Robert
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Scholes, and Jonathan Culler among several others. What distinguishes this group
from the other group of early structuralists such as Propp, Greimas, Todorov,
Jakobson, and early Barthes is the greater interest in reading and the reader in
contrast with the greater attention given to text and system by the first generation
of structuralists.

Riffaterre (12 criticised Jakobsonion analysis for its evenhanded,
indiscriminate treatment of all aspects of a text in its pursuit of parallelism and
contrast on the vorious linguistic levels. To account for the absurdities in the text,
Riffaterre posited the “superreader” - an imaginary construct who possessed
encyclopedic knowledge (197). In addition, Riffaterre insisted on the necessity of a
criticism based on reader response or the informed reactions of sensitive resaders.
He also advocated a more significant role for historical context in structuralist
criticism as well as giving due importance to close reading of individual texts.

Like early structuralists, Gerald Prince tried to develop a kind of
generative-transformational grammar to account for the narrational elements and
mechanisms of narrative. His main concern was to develop a science of
narratology by establishing a finite set of rules of narrative which would enable the
rriter to compose new stories just as the grammar of a language enables the Writer
to compose new sentences. Accordingly , he devised kernel narratives from which
new seqrences could be produced by applying transformational rules. But unlike
his predecessors, Prince showed interest in the reader as well as in the text. In

Prince’s model of reading the narrative flows from :

author —3 narrator — narratee — virtual —» real — ideal

reader reader reader

Of course, the “real reader” is extratextual while the others are inter-textual

(112). Actually, Prince’s “ideal reader” corresponds to Riffaterre’s “superreader”
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:both readers understand the text fully. The “real reader” is the one actually reading
the work while the “virtual reader” is the one the author believes himself to be
addressing.

Rejecting the algebraic reductions characteristic of Gerald Prince’s method,
Seymour Chatman revised the question of narration and came up with the

following diagram:

author —3 author — (Narrator) —y (Narratee) — Implied — Real
reader reader

While the “real author” is the actual historic individual who produced the
text, the “implied author” is the governing consciosness of the work as a whole.
Similarly, the “real reader” is the one who happens to be reading the text at a
particular time, while the “implied reader” is the ideal reader of the text. Both the
“implied author” and the “implied reader” are imaginary constructs
(Rimmon-Kenan 86-88) (13

Unlike Propp and Greimas who conceptualised character as function or
actant, Chatman argued for characters as autonomous beings with abiding traits.
Futhermore, Chatman distinguished between reading on th surface level and
reading on the deep level (Leitch 251-252) a4

Apart from his pesentation of the major figures and ideas fo European
structuralists and his elaboration of the structualist theory, Robert Scholes’s main
contribution to structuralist analysis was his dttempt to dissolve the formalistic
constraints erected by early structuralists and to establish the mimetic and
referential nature of discourse. In his The Textual Power: Literary Theory and
Teaching of English (1985) Scholes identified three stages of the encounter with a

literary text which he labelled in their ascending stages as: “reading”,

“interpretation”, and “criticism” (Leitch 258)14). While reading involves the

decipherment of a text largely on the unconscious level, “interpretation” is
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concerned with a conscious unravelling of the meaning. Finally, “criticism” entails
a critique or resistance to codes and themes, thus making the process of dealing
with texts an active procedure, not a passive consumption (Leitch 258-159).04

Thus, later structuralists, particulary the Americans diverted the course of
structuralism from a text-oriented to a reader-oriented critical activity. Besides
distinguishing between various kinds of readers and in this way out lining the
reading process, these structualists stressed the importance of the codes and
conventions of reading. Only by having such codes and conventions could a text
be rendered decipherable and understandable. In this regard no one has done more
to promote the study of conventions and codes in literary studies than Jonathan
Culler.

Drawing upon Chomsky’s terminology, Culler rsed in his Structuraljst
Poectics the term “literary competence” to describe the ability of readers to read
texts as literatue and to be able to interpret and judge them. For him, sturcturalist
poetics should not be concerned with interpretation as such but only with the
competence that underlies that interpretation. In other words, poetics should
attempt to discover the rules, conventions, and codes which are used by readers
when they try to make sense of literary texts, a process which Culler® calls
“naturalization” (Structuralist Poetics: 141-160). Readers, he argued, should
acquire a mastery of codes and conventions which would allow them to read
literary texts as literaturd. According to Culler®, the codes and conventions shared
by authors and readers include: (1) the rule of significance: which means that a
literary work has got something to say about life; (2) the convention of coherence:
according to which the metaphorical tropes and figures are always coherent; (3) the
code of poetic tradition: which offers a set of symbols with agreed-upon
meanings; (4) the convention of genre: which provides sets of norms against which
literary texts can be measured and judged; (5) the rule of totality: which expects
literary words to be unified and coherent; and (6) the convention of thematic unity:
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which shows that semantic and figurative oppositions fit into symmetrical binary
oppositions (Structuralist Poetics: 131-160) .

In Culler’s view the conventions of reading are social rather than personal
phenomena and are thus capable of being analysed the way grammar is treated in
linguistics. Consequently, criticism should shift from studying separate works to
investigating the conventions and rules of interpretation: a movement from parole
to langue, from personal performance to social competence, from surface to deep
structure, from a personal experience to an institution of literature and literary
criticism.

However, in his later writings, especially in On_Deconstruction (1982)
Culler® altered his reading strategy and presented reading itself as an
indeterminate act, rendering multufarious interpretations. Obviously, this kind of
deconstuctionist activity undermined Culler’s earlier structuralist enterprise of
drawing upon a system of conventions and codes underlying literature as a whole.
Be that as it may, and as Leitch explains, “Culler portrayed structuralism and
deconstruction as complementary projects: the one categorized the grammar of
texts and the other charted textual ungrammaticalities” (257). With this change of
attitude and position by Culler and before him by Barthes (two majou exponents of
structuralism) the structuralist approach was rapidly superseded by the
deconstuction of Derrida, de Man, Miller, etc. and the reader-response criticism of
Iser and Fish and several others .

Nevertheless, the structuralist approach is by no means long dead or
redundant. It still has its advocates and practitioners all over the world. After the
outstanding works of Frederick Jameson (1972) and Terence Hawkes (1977) and
the several structuralists just mentioned, structuralism continued to be practised as
one of the major strategies of literary analysis. Almost every anthology of
contemporary literary criticism contains a substantial chapter on structuralism and

some studies and readers in practical criticism, such as David Lodge’s working
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with Structuralism (1981) and Raman Selden’s Practicing Theory and Reading

Literature (1989) and Lodge’s more recent work After_Bakhtin (1990), offer
extensive analysis of literary texts based on the structuralist approach .

To conclude, in structuralist criticism social conventions and literary codes
and rules take the place of the individual and the autonomous work in traditional
criticism. Reading becomes a process subjected to the textual and interpretive
constraints of literary comptence . To read is to decode a text in accordance with
the superior competence of an ideal reader who has mastered all matters of
linguistic and literary conventions and rules.

Although early structuralists favoured a text-oriented analysis, later
structuralists were more inclined to a reader-oriented approach. By and large,
structuralists favoured a formalistic scrutiny of texts and an analysis of the codes of
textual reception, almost ignoring biographical and historical dimensions, a quality
they shared with the Russian formalists and the New Critics. Nevertheless, they
criticised the formalists’ concern with surface structure and with autonomous texts,
advocating instead an interest in deep structure, narrative transformation and
literary systems.

Unlike the new critics, structuralists argued that poetics should not be
concerned with pre-ordainaed content but with the process by which content is
formulated. A poem can be a poem in relation to other poems and not as a closed
verbal icon. Instead of being concerned with the units of individual works, they
aspired to the knowledge of the deep structural principles and the binary
oppositions that underlie all literary texts on both the paradigmatic and the
syntagmatic levels.

As the works of several structuralists have shown, structuralism proved a
valuable aid in the analysis of all kinds of literary texts. The discovery of binary
oppositions, the utilisation of the metaphoric and the metonymic axes, and the

investigation of the conventions and codes of writing and reading can be an
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e e e

effective means of attributing significace to literary texts. Finally, structuralism has
expanded the scope of literary analysis by introducing new termionlogy and has
made criticism a more rigorous discipline by conceiving of a poetics that in the

words of Culler®, “stands to literature as linguistics stands to language” (257) .
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Some Resultis on Generalized Lie Ideals

Kazim Kaya
Neset Aydin

Faculty of Artsand Science - Mersin University

Abstract

In this paper we have proved the following results. Let R
be a prime ring with characteristic not 2 and U a noncentral (o, 7)
- left Lie ideal of R.
i) if U is a subring of R then U contains a nonzero ideal of R or
o(u)+7(u) € Z, forallue U,
ii) There exists a nonzero ideal M of R such that [R-Mg - C U
and {R.M]q - € Cororo(u)+7(u)€ Z, forallue U.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Let R be a ring and o, 7 be two mappings from R into itself. For any two
elements z,y of R, we denote [z,y] = zy —yz and (2, Ylor = z0(y) - T{y)x.
An additive mapping D : R — R is called a derivation ((o, 7)—derivation) if
D(zy) = d(z)y + 2D(y) (D(zy) = D(z)a(y) + 7(z)D(y)) holds for all pairs
T,y € R. We use the identities [z,y2] = [z.y]z + y[z, 2} and [z,yz]y, =
[z, Ylor0(2) + 7(y)z, zlo,r. A derivation D is inner ((¢,7)~inner) if there
exists an @ € R such that D(z) = la,2] (D(z) = [a, 7], -) holds for all
L € R. For subsets 4,8 C R, let [A, B] ({4, Bls.r) be the additive sub-
group generated by all [a,b] ([a,b],,) fora € Aand b c B, We recall that
a Lie ideal, L, of R is an additive subgroup of ‘R such that [R,L] C L.
The definition of a (o', 7)—Lie ideal is given in [4] as following. Let I be
an additive subgroup of R, 0,7: R -> R two mappings. Then (i) U is a
(0, 7)—right Lie ideal of R if [U,Rlor CU. (i) Uis a (o, 7)~left Lie ideal of
Rif [R,Ul,, CU. (4i) U is both a (o,7)—right Lie ideal and a (o, 7)~left
Lie ideal of R then U is a (o, 7)—Lie ideal of R. Every Lie ideal of R is a
(1,1)-(left) Lie ideal of R, where 1 : B — R is the identity map. Let R =

m n

<p r )l m,n,p,reﬂ,integers}, U = {(6’1 Zz),m’HEH} C
-1

R, 7: R — R, 7(z) = bzb, where b = 0 -1

) € R Then U is a

(1,7)-left Lie ideal but not a Lie ideal of R.

Recall that a ring R is prime if qRb = (0) implies that a = 0 or b = 0.
Let R be a prime ring of characteristic not 2, and U # (0) a Lie idea] and
d a nonzero derivation of R. The following results have been proved for
Lie ideals in [2]. (1) If U Z Z, the center of R, then there exists a nonzero
ideal M of R such that [M,R] c U but [M,R] € Z. (ii) If d(U) = 0 then

1991 Mathematics Subject Classification. Primary 16N60; Secondary 16US8Q, 16W25,
16U70, 16D15.
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Uc Z (i) Ifa € Rand [a,U] =0 thena€e Zor U C Z. (W)U ¢ Z
and aUb = (0) then a = 0 or b = 0. In this paper we generalized tlie above
results for (o, 7)-left Lie ideal.

Throughout, R will represent a prime ring with characteristic not 2 and
U a nonzero (7, 7)-left Lie ideal of R, 0,7: R— R automorphisms, Cy r =
{c € R|co(z) = 7(z)c, for all z € R} and Z is the center of R. Furthermore
we shall use the following identities.

(A) [zy, 2lo,r = 2y, 2o, + [, 7()ly

(B) [zy, 2lo.r = zly, 0(2)] + [z, 2oy,

(©) ([, ¥lo,r 2o, = ([, 2o Ylor + (2. [y: 2llor
2. RESULTS

Lemma 1. Let a,b € R. (i) If dy is the mapping on R defined by di(x) =
[z,b]o.r and adi(R) = 0 (or dy(R)a = Q) thena = 0 or b € Z. (2) If
a[R,blgr = 0 (or [R,blsra = 0) thena =0 orb € Z. (iid) If Ua =0 (or
aU =0) thena=0o0orU C Z.

Proof. (i) For any z,y € R, using the identity (B), we have di(zy) =
[xy,blo r = zly, o (b)] + [2,b]s,ry. That s,

(2.1) di(zy) = di(z)y + zly,0(b)], forall x,y € R.

Multiply (2.1) by a on the left and use ady (R) = 0, we arrive at, azly,o(b)] =
0, for all z,y € R and so aR[R,o(b)] = 0. Since R is prime, we have a =0
orbe Z.

Similarly, using the identity (A), we write di(zy) = zdi(y) + [z, 7(D)]y,
for all z,y € R. Multiplying by a on the right and using d;(R)a = 0 and the
primeness of R, wegeta=0or b€ Z.

(ii) Let di(z) = [z,blo,r, for all z € R. If a[R, by r = 0 then adi(R) = 0.
This implies that a =0 or b € Z by (7).

(#44) Since a[R,Ulg,r C alU =0 then we have a = 0 or U C Z by (i7). 8
Lemma 2. Letd be a nonzero derivation of R. Ifd(U) = 0 then [U,o(U)] =
0 and [oc(U),T(U)] = 0.

Proof. 0 = djwv,ule, = d(wv,o(u)] + [w,uls,v) = wdv,o(u)] for all
w,u,v € U. That is, U[U,d(c(U)] = 0 is obtained. Using Lemma 1 we
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(2.2) [U,d(a(U)] = 0.

Now for any r € R, v,u € U we have 0 = dJrv, uor = d(rlv,o(u)]
[r, ulo,rv) = d(r)[v, 0 (u)], and so, d(R)[U, & o(U)] = 0. Sinced # 0, [U, o(U))]
0 by [5, Lemma 1]. On the other hand, for any s € R, u,v € U, 0
[ ()3, ., 0 ()] = 7(w){[5, Ul 7, ()] + [r(u), (o), ] ives

(2.3) [r(u),0(v)][s,ulor =0, forall u,veU,s € R

Taking sr, r € R instead of s in (2.3) and using the identity (B), we obtain
[r(u),o(v)]s[r, o (w)] + [r(w),0(v)i[s, uls Tr = 0 and so [r(u).s(v)] = 0, for
alveUoro(u) € Z. Thatis, [r(u).o(v)] =0forallvel orue Z If
u € Z then 7(u) € Z. therefore [ (u).o()]=0torall u,v e U. g

+

Lemma 3. Ifd is a nonzero derivation of R such that d(U) =0 then a(u)+
T(u) € Z forallu e U.

Proof. By Lemma 2 we have [U,a(U)] = 0 = [r(U),o(U)]. Thus for any
w,v,w € Ur € R, 0 = [[rw,v]yr,0(u)] = [ [L ] +[ T(V)|w,o(u)] =
rlw, vlo,r,0(u)]+[r, o(w)][w, V] +[r, 7(v) ][w o(u)]+ [[r T( ), o (u)lw gives
(24)  [ro)w,v]er +[[r,7(v)],0(w))w =0 for all u,v,w € UreRr

From the relation (2.4) we have
0 (ro(u) = o(u)r)(wo(v) — T(v)w) + [rr(v) — T(v)r, o(u)w
= ro(ujwo(v) ~ro(w)r(v)w — o(u)rwe(v) + o(u)rr(viw
+r7(v)o(ww — T(v)ro(u)w ~ o(u)rr(v)w + o(u)T(v)rw
If we use the equations 7(v)o(u) = o(u)7(v)and wo(u) = o(u)w, which are

obtained the relations [7(U),o(U)] = 0 and [U,o(U)] = 0 we have, for all
u,v,weUreR

I

(2.5) ra(wwo(v) — o(u)rwo(v) — 7(v)rwo(u) + o (u)r(v)rw = 0,
On the other hand, using the equations [(v), o(u)] =0 = [w,o(u)] and (B)
we have
[r()rw,o(w)] = 7(v)[rw,o(w) + [r(v),o(u)jrw
= 7()rlw,o(w)] + 7(v)[r, o (w)}w
= 7(v)[r,o(x)
Thus, from the relation (2.5) we get [r, o (u)

allu,v,w € U,r € R. This implies that 0 = |
+{[r, o(u)],v]s »w by the identity (B). That is,

w.

]
]wa (v) = 7(v)[r,o(u)jw = 0, for
[r,o(W)w, v]s r = [, o (u)]fw, o (u)]
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(2.6) ([r,o()],v]orw =0, forall u,v,we€ UreRr

By Lemma 1 and (2.6) we have

(2.7 [Ir,ow)],v],r =0, foralluvel,rel
Replacing r by 7s, s € R in (2.7) we get
0 = [irs, o)} tlor = [rls o] + [r. ()]s, vlo,s

= T[[s,cr(u)], U]O',T + [7‘77-(0)][5’0-('”‘)} + [7‘70(U)HS*U(U)] + [T‘,O’(LL)}, U]O'VTS
[r, ()]s, 0 (w)] + [, o ()]s, o (V)]

This implies that, [r,o () +7(u)][s,o(u)] = 0 and so if we use the primeness
of Rwe have o(u) +7(u) € Z forallu e U. &

Lemma 4. If a is an element of R such that (a,U] = 0 then a € Z or
o(u) +7(u) € Z for allueU.

Proof. The mapping d(z) = [a.z] is an inner derivation on R defined with
a. Furthermore d(U) = 0. Hence, d = 0 or o(u) +7(u) € Z for all u € U by
Lemma 3. 11

Corollary 5. If [U,U) =0 then o(u) +7(u) € Z for all ue U.

Proof. We have U C Z or o(u) +7(u) € Z for all v € R, by Lemma 4. If
u € Z then o(u), 7(u) € Z and so o(u)+7(u) € Z. Therefore o(u)+1(u) € Z,
forallueU. 1

Lemma 6. (1, Lemma 8] Let U be a noncentral (that is, U ¢ Z = {c€ R:
cr = r¢,¥r € R}) (o,7)-left Lie ideal and a subring of R. Then U contains
a nonzero right ideal of R or o(u) = 1(u) € Z for allu e U.

Proof. Since U is a subring and (o, 7) —left Lie ideal of R, we have vly,uler €
U and [vy,ulor € U forallu,v € U and y € R. Thus [v, 7(u)ly = [vy. ulor—
vy, o, is contained in U. This implies that [U, 7(U)|R C U.

If (U, 7(U)}R = 0 then (U, 7(U)] = 0 because R is prime ring. If M=
(U, 7(U)]R # 0 then U contains a nonzero right ideal A of . I

Lemma 7. Let U be both a noncentral (o,7)-left Lie ideal and a subring of
Randabe R. Ifal'b =0 thena=0orb=0 oro(u)+ 7(v) € Z for all
veU.
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Proof. U contains a nonzero right ideal A of R such that [R.M],, C
[R,Ulor C U oro(u)+7(u) € Z for all u € U by Lemma 6. If U con-
tains a nonzero right ideal Al then for any m € M and r € R we have
0 = a[r,mo~(b)]s +b = at(m)[r, a1 (b)]o,+b + afr,m], bb. This gives,

(2.8) ar(m){r,oc ™ (D)o -b=0, forallr e R,me M

Replacing m by ms, s € R in (2.8) we have 0 = ar(ms)[r,o 1(b)] b=
ar(m)r(s)[r,o l(b)]a 7b,forallr € R,m € M. That is, ar(M)R[R, 0~ ( Vo,
= (. Since R is a prime ring we have

ar(M) =0 or [R,0™ (b)) b =

If [R,07'(b)]s+b = 0; then b = 0 or b € Z by Lemma 1 (i4). In the case of
be Z, aURb = aUbR =0 gives all =0 or b= 0. Thatisa =0 or b = 0 by
Lemma 1 (717), because U is noncentral. If ar(M) = 0, then 771 (a) M = 0.
Thus, K = {r € R | rM = 0} is a nonempty left ideal of R. Let us assume
that K 3 0. Since M is a right ideal and K is a left ideal, then MK C MNK
IfMNK =0, then MK =0 and so K = 0, because R is a prime ring and
M is right ideal of R. This contradicts to K # 0. If M N K # 0; then there
exist a nonzero element m’ of M N K. That is 0 % m’ € M and m'M = 0.
Let us define the set, L = {m’ € M | m'M = 0}. L is a nonzero left ideal of
R If L = M then IV[ 2 =0. Since R is a prime ring, there is no nilpotent
ideal of R and so M = 0. This is a contradiction. Hence L C M and so
LnM = L. On the other hand (LN M)(LN M) C LM = 0 gives L2 = 0.
Whereas, there is no nonzero one-sided nilpotent ideal of a prime ring. Thus

L =0 is obtained. This contradicts to L # 0. Hence I{ must be zero. Since
77 Y(a) € K and K = 0 we obtain a = 0.

Theorem 8. Let U be both a noncentral (o, 7)-left Lie ideal and a subring
of R. Then U contains a nonzero ideal of R or o(u) + 7(u) € Z for all
vel.

Proof. In the proof of the Lemma 6, we have obtained {U,7(U)|R C U.
On the other hand [y,u]s rv, [yv,uls» € U, for all u,v E U cmd y € R,
because U is a subring and (o, 7)—left Lie ideal of R. Thus ylv,o(u)] =
[yv,uler — [y, ulo-v € U, for all w,v € U, y € R. That is, R[U,c(U)] C U
is obtained. Since U is a ring we have M = R[U,c(U)|[U,r(U)]R C U. If
M # 0, then U, contains a nonzero ideal of R. If M = 0; then , since R
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is prime, [U,o(U)|[U,7(U)} = 0. Thus, for any w',u,v,w,t € U we have
0 = [u,o)]fww’,7(t)] = [u,a(v)]wlw,7(t)] + [«,a()][w, 7()}w’. That is
[U,o(U)UU,7(U)] = 0. This implies that [,o(U)] = 0 or U, r(U)] =0
or o(u) + T(u) € Z for all u € U by Lemma 7. Using Lemma 4 we get
o(u)+1(u)€ ZforallueU. 1

Theorem 9. Let U be a noncentral (o, 7)-left Lie ideal of R. Then there
erists a nonzero ideal M of R such that [R, Mo+ C U and (R, Mo+ € Co r |
oro(u) +7(u) € Z foralluel. 4

Proof. Consider the set K = {z € R | [R.z]o» C U} which is nonempty
because U C K. On the other hand , [R,A],r C U C K and so K is a
noncentral (o, 7)-left Lie ideal of R. Thus,

[r,zylor = [ro(z), ylo,r + [r(y)r,zlor €U, forall z,y € K,r € R.

Therefore K is a subring of R. This gives us that K contains a nonzero ideal
of Ror o(k)+7(k) € Z for all k € K, by Theorem 8. If o(k) + (k) € Z
for all k € K then we have o(u) + 7(u) € Z for all u € U, because U is
contained in K. If K contains a nonzero ideal M of R then [R, M}, C U.
On the other hand [R, M), - is not contained in Cy ;. Otherwise, for any
a,b € M, € R we have 0 = [[r,als.r, blo.r = [ 0]o,r, alo,r + [, [, b]]o- and
so

[r,[a, 8o =0, foralla,b€ M,r€ R

Let us consider the following maps on R. d.(z) = [r,2]o.7, da(z) = [a, Z],
d, is an inner derivation and d, is a (o, 7)-inner derivation defined by a and
r respectively. Furthermore drdo(M) = 0 and do(M) C M. By [4, Lemma
4] we have d, = 0 or d; = 0. This implies that M C Z or R C (1.
If R C Cyy; then 0 = [rs,a)or = 7[s,0(x)] + [r,2]ors = ris,0(z)] for
all z,7,s € R. That is R[R, R] = 0 and so R is commutative. If M C Z
then R is commutative, because R is prime and M is a nonzero ideal of R.
Thus, if M C Z or R C C, r we obtain U C Z, whereas U is noncentral by
hypothesis. Therefore (R, M|s,r € Co r is obtained. 1
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