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Abstract

The so-called Otnar's Terms of Peace have been used

by several ancient Arab sources to denote the conditions to
which the people of either Bilad al- Sham or aI-Iazira Province
have surendered to the second Rashidi caliph Omar ibn al-
Khattab. In light of this document, a body ofjurisprudence
(fiqh) was composed to formulate the kind of religious, as well
as social status of the non-Muslims (Ahl al-Dhimma) inthe
framework of the Islamic community. Yet, serious questions

about how much these terms are historically factual arise from
the fact that they have never appeared in many of the reliable
books of fiqh, nor in any of the most authoritative sources of
history. The present paper examines these questions. Chains of
traditionalists who transrnitted the document are thoroughly
scrutinized to evaluate their reliability. So also its themes are

investigated in depth to find out whether they realiy belong to
Omar himself. The conclusion reached in the paper is that the
document lacks historical grounds to be attributed to the
caliph, and that it was composed some three centuries after his
death.
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Abstract
It has become apparent that the pattern of the

relationship between man and the environment needs to
be altered in a way that necessitates the search for a new
philosophical foundation for Environmental Education.

On the doctrinal level, the study points out that all
religious beliefs have stressed the need for
environmental ethics and have thus provided doctrinal
and philosophical parameters within which man's
relationship with his environment is to be channeled.
This is the case through out pre- industrial revolution,
the emergenee of material culture led to the dissipation
and even obliteration of a large portion of this religious
ethics, all in the name of progress, urbanization and
development.

This study had outlined the consequences of an
absent solid philosophical foundation to direct
Environmental Education. This has thus suffered from
uncertainty as a result of being linked with
environmental problems and dominated by
utilitarianism. This study touched on some of the
attempts to break this deadlock and salvage
Environmental Education.

The study concludes with proposing three basic
points of departure qualified to inform a contemporary
environmental philosophy. The first of these elements



subsumes a comprehensive view of environment in all
its aspects including man. The level of knowledge and

awareness ls determined by this view to ensure

comprehensiveness and value - relatedness.

The second basic element caters to the doctrinal
orientation. These gives man the right to use

environmental resources in his capacity as the custodian

of these resources on this earth.
The third element or point of deparlure, finally,

has to do with moral perspective. Here, it is assumed

that man must be guided by environmental ethics

enshrined in the religious texts and the traditions of
peoples. Such ethics ensures that a balance is struck
between the environment and the activities of man. f'he
study argues that the moral concept developed in Islam
could be taken as the main elements suitable for such an

orientation.
The study puts before decision-makers a number

of recommendations. These revolve around the

following:
Environmental Education is an integral part of the

activities of man. This type of education is on- going,
transcending the regulation of time and place.

The need for depth and universality in dealing
with the causes of the environmental crisis.

The need to utilize the moral systems of different
societies, cultures and religions, in order to establish

a global moral basis for one global family in one

global home.
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JOB STRESS AMONG STAFF NURSES IN
BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HOSPITALES

Zoheir N.El-Sabbagh
Faculty Of Business & Administration
Al- Isra University

ABSTRACT
A Comparative study aimed to identify the level of stress
among staff nurses in the ministry of health and in the
private sector hospitals. Two stratified samples of sterff
nurses were taken randomly. A developed questionnaire
was used based on Kinzel's scale.

Findings related to nursing environment indicated that
both samples experienced a high level ofjob stress with
significant statistical differences between them. Results
also indicated that there was a significant statistical
difference related to the sociodemographical variables.
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University Studenblems and Their Level of
Depression in Light of Some Variables

Mahmmod Husain
Faculty of Arts - Petra University
Nader Al-Zoyoud
Faculty of education - Qater University

Abstract

The present study aimed at investigating the level of
depression and the most common problems facing the
university students. It also aimed at identiffing the effect of
some variables (Sex, Educational level, Cumulative average
and specialization). The Beck Depression Inventory and the
Students Problem questionnaire were administered to a sample
of 297 students ranging from 17 -24 years old.

The study revealed the most severe problems facing the
students and the level of depression. Significant differences in
student problem were found between males and females, due o
the sex variable. There were no significant differences in
student problems due to other variables, nor in depression due
to all above variables. However there was a positive
correlation between student problems and degree of
depression.
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The Language Situation among
The Circassians of Jordan

Bader Dweik
Faculty of Arts. Amman University

This paper examines the language situation among the
Circassians of Jordan with the purpose of testing the validity
of Fishman's finding (1989:206) which states : "What begins
as the language of social and economic mobility ends within
three generations or so, as the language of crib as well". f'he
paper shows that Fishman's conclusion does not hold true in
the case of the Circassian of Jordan. The Circassian language
and Culture have been maintained despite the passage of over
one hundred years. The Circassian language did not die in the
Circassian community. It has been used side by side with
Arabic among third and fourth Circassian generations. The
survival of the Circassian language and culture has not been
possible without the support of the Jordanian democratic
system which gives recognition and respect to all Jordanians of
all ethnic origins.



The Language Situation among
The Circassians of Jordan

Introduction:

The purpose of this paper is to examine the language
situation among 1000000000he Circassians of Jordan. The
term language situation is used here as defined by Charles

Ferguson(r) whereby it refers to the "total configuration of
language use at a given time and place; including such data as

how many and what kinds of languages are spoken in the area
by how many people, under what circumstances and what the
attitudes and beliefs about language held by the members of
the community.

The outcome of the language situation is expected to
uncover the status of the Circassian language in relation to
Arabic. Studies conducted by American linguists interested in
linguistic minorities in America such as Fishman(2) ,

Weinreich(3) and Kloss(a) have concluded that immigrant

languages are preserved and used almost among first and
second generations for psychological and emotional reasons.
Other studies have confirmed achange in languageuse anda
reversal in the status of immigrant languages. Weinreich and
Fishman both elaborated on language shift. The change,
according to Weinreich, in language use and the dominance of
the host language are imminent at the end because of the
usefulness of the host language in communication and in social
advances. Similarly, Fishman concludes that "what begins as

the language of social and economic mobility ends within
three generations or so, as the language of crib as well"(s).



This paper examines the language situation among the

Circassians of Jordan with the purpose of testing the validity
of Fishman's findings (1989) or denying its relevance to the

Circassian situation. The method used in this investigation is

based on the work of Wolck(6) which gives a description of the

immigrant community including information about its history,
life in the new country, a selection of sample, a preparation of
the questionnaires, analysis of results and conclusions.

Linguistic Hypothesis

In this study, I hypothesize that in the Circassian
community in Jordan exist two languages with weil deflned
domains. One language is used in formal situations.e.g. work,
business, school aiming to serve their social advances and it is
learned by formal education. The second language is used in
domestic, intimate ethnic situations such as home, social club
and among members of the Circassian community in their
daily transactions.

Review of Literature
Arab ethnic minorities in the United States of America

have been studied recently by scholars interested in
assimilation and acculturation. Abdo El-Kholytzr, in his book

The Arab Moslems in the United States: Religion and
Assimilation studied the Syrian Moslem immigrants in Toledo,
Ohio and concluded that after three generations of living in
Ohio , the Syrian Moslems had lost their language and had
totally assimilated in the mainstream American life. Similarly,
Dweik(8r reported that the Lebanese Arabs had lost their Arabic

after three generations of living in America. Likewise, Dahe/e)



confirmed language attrition among the Lebanese of Cleveland

. Ohio.

Ethnic minorities in Jordan have been mentioned scantly

in different history soufces and general introductory books on

Jordan. In general sources, minorities such as Circassians,

Chechens, Armenians, Assyrians, Kurds etc. have been

covered in two to three pages. More elaborated and specified

books about minorities in Jordan have appeared recently but

mostly deal with the historical aspect of the communities.

Mohammad Haghandoga wrote the circassianstlor_ in which he

elaborated about their origin, history, customs, traditions and

immigration to Jordan. This book though it lacks

documentation is a good introduction to the non-specialist

reader. Ra'ouf Abu-Jabettrr), in his book Pioneers Over Jordan

has specified a chapter for the Circassian and Chechen

pioneers. The work is scholarly and gives an excellent

description of these communities in the period between 1850-

1914.

Most recently, Rateb-Al-Bashayer wrote an M.A thesis

about the Chechen Community in Jordan in which he

described the Chechen society, history, religion, migration,

political status and demographic charactetisticstl2).

Jaimoukha(13) wlote apaper, "The Circassians in Jordan: a brief

introduction" in which he descried the circassian historicai

background, national and tribal structure, social structure, the

settlement in Jordan, Circassian today and circassian

institutions. He also wrote another paper along with Nadia

Biysch'e entitled " On Circassian Langgage and Culture"(r4).

This paper is the t-rrst one to, my knowledge, that tackles the

issue of language ancl cultural maintenance. J'he authors Seem

to believe the Circassian language and culttlre are being lost'



They believe that only 77Yo of the Circassian youth in Jordan
are familiar with their mother tongue. They conclude their
paper by suggesting ways and means to preserve both the
Circassian language and culture.

Who are the Circassians and where do they come
from?

The Circassians, who are Sunni Muslims, first arrived in
Jordan from the Caucasus region, south of Russia in the 1860's
and 1870's. Scholars and authors have cited various reasons

for their migration to Jordan. Whereas Quandour(to beli.v.s
that they "had followed the faith rather than become subjects

of the Christian Tzar", Nyrop(l6t believes that "they were

brought to Jordan in the Ottoman times inorder to provide in
the territory an element loyal to the Sultan". Meanwhile,
Murad(I7) reporled that the Caucasians were forced to leave

their country as a result of the Tzar's Russian occupation wars
that started in 1 722 and lasted until 1917.

The first group of Circassian immigrants arrived in
Amman the year 1868 representing the Shapsugh tribe.
(Haghandoqa 1985:48). Members of this tribe continued to
live for a long time inside the Roman Amphitheater in the
Citadel of Amman and in many caves adjoining the Amman
stream. Haghandoqa mentioned also that the second group of
immigrants arrived in Amman in the year 1900 via Damascus.
They settled in what is now called "Hay al-Muhajereen". The
immigrants of this group settled in Amman, Wadi Asseer,
Sweileh, Jarash and Na'our. The population of Amman at that
time as Ramadan reported(l8, did not exceed 5,000 most of



whom were Circassians of Qabarday, Abzakh and Bazadogh
tribes.

The Circassians today hold very high positions in the
government and security forces. They have built many
mosques, established many clubs of their own, founded
charitable societies, created schools of their own and published
magazinesl. Haghandoqa went on to say "they set an example
for the good citizen who is well aware of his duties and
responsibilities. The Circassians did not isolate themselves as

strangers in the country but were assimilated in the existing
society, most sincerely and honorably". (1985:a7).

Language Investigation :

In order to examine the language situation among the
Circassians of Jordan, the author of this paper used a
questionnaire based on Fishman (1966) composed of five
parts:

1. Language background of the informants (Four

Questions).

2. Language

Questions)

proficiency of the informants. (Eight

3. Domains and situations of language use. (Twenty
Three Questions).

' Amjad Jaimoukha repofied that the Circassian Charity Association has six branches

in addition to the one in Amman. They are located inZarqa, Jerash, Wadi Asseer,
Sweileh, and Russeifa. The ladies' branch runs Emir Hamza School , While the Wadi
Asseer branche runs Prince Ali lbn Al-Hussain Kindergarden. Among the active
Circassian clubs, he reporled Al-Ahliclub which was founded in 1944 and Al-JeelAl-
Jadeed club which was established in 1950.



A
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5.

Attitudes towards language. (Seven Questions).

Demographic and social background of the

informants, i.e. age, sex, occupation, marital status,

education etc.

Sampling Techniques

Sociologists and anthropologists have discussed in detail
various methods and techniques of informant selection. The so

called random sampling advocates the idea that the sample

must truly represent the total population, in which all members

of the population have an equal chance of appearing in the

sample. This rnethod is neither advocated nor used in this
study because a detailed knowledge of the Circassians in
Jordan is not possible to obtain and because the sample cannot
guarantee a high percentage of the total size. The pre-stratified
random sample, which is usually based on existing statistics or
pilot studies of previous research, is neither used nor
advocated here because accurate statistics and previous
sociolinguistic studies about the Circassians are not available.

The method used in this study is based on the best

possible knowledge of the community before beginning the

language study as suggested by Wolck. Such knowledge
covers social divisions, dernographic data, occupational
activities of some members of the community. This knowledge
is obtained by meeting members of the community who are

active in their associations, social clubs, educational, cttltural
and religious societies.



The Sample
The sample is composed of 50 informants who are

chosen on the basis of availability and referral by members of
the community. Most of them are related to students enrolled
at Amman LJniversity. Others are related to members known to
the researcher in local Circassian benevolent societies such as

Wadi Asseer. The demographic characteristics of the
informants are presented in table 1.

Constraints
Since this research, to my best knowledge, is the first

sociolinguistic study that deals with the Circassians of Jordan,
it is considered to be a pilot study only. The findings of this
study, therefore, can not be generalized beyond an equivalent
sub-population. The findings are intended to be suggestive
rather than definitive. It is our hope that this pilot study leads

researchers to a wider investigation that employs a more
inclusive sample that represents the whole community atlarge.



Table (1)

The demographic characteristics of the sample

Age No Level of
education

No Occupation No Sex No

15-20 15 I lliterate Student 26 Female 30

21-30 l0 Less than
Tawjeehe

5 Housewives IO Male 20

3 1-40 l0 Tawjeehe l0 Retired 03

4l-50 3 College B.A 30 Secretaries 02 Marital
Status

5t-60 o

M.A
3 Busdriver 0l Married 22

61-70 J

Ph.D.
I Jeweler 0l Single l8

Total 50 I Otat 50 Government
ernployees

05 Engaged 02

Engineers 02 Others 08

Total 50 Total 50

Interviewers:
The researcher was assisted by Circassian students enrolled in
the Department of English at Amman University. The
interviewers were provided with questionnaires that were all
written in Arabic. The interviewees answered questions on

their own and handed in the questionnaires to my assistants'.

'The students who circulated and collected the questionnaires are:- Rami Swhy, Ma'aly

Haraz, Dana Abzakh, Amal Sweirjo and Lama

@
Al-odwan.



Results and Discussion

Language background

After classifuing and tabulating responses to the
language background questions as reported in table 2, in which
all respondents were asked to indicate their first language, the
language their parents spoke at their childhood, and the
languages that they currently master, it was clear that 47o/o of
the informants considered Arabic to be their first language.
37oh of the informants considered Circassian to be their first
language. Results also indicated that the majority of the
informants' fathers (55%) spoke Circassian while 7o/o spoke
Arabic, and 36%o spoke both. In contrast,93oh reportedthat
their mothers spoke Circassian in childhood. Apart from
Circassian and Arabic, it was reported that 68Yo spoke English,
9% French, 7Yo Spanish, 5o/o Italian, 2% Russian and 2Yo

Turkish.

able Q
Language Bac kground

Language Background Arabic Circassian Both
What is your first language? 47% 37% 16%

What was the language that your
lather sooke when he was a child?

7% 55% 38%

What was the language that your
mother sooke when she was a child?

7% 93%

What other languages do you speak? English
68%

French
9%

Spanish
7%

Italian
5%

Russian
2%

Turkish
2%

Other
7%



Language Proficiency

Subjects were asked to rate their proficiencies in language
skills by using a three point scale (1) yes, (2) a little, (3) no.

Results reported in (Table 3) indicated that atl
respondents could speak, read, write and understand Arabic
(100%). However, 73o of the respondents could understand
Circassian and 22o/o could understand a little and (5%\ could
not understand it. Similarly, the results showed that75% could
speak Circassian and 160/o could not and 9o/o a little.

The situation was reversed when we asked about
reading and writing Circassian. Less number of respondents
could read and write it. Only 360/o could read and write it.
Sixty four percent of the respondents indicated that they could
not read or write it. These results should not be surprising
because the Circassian language was always an oral language.
It has been codified and written recently (Haghandoqa, 1985).

Table (3)

Language Proficiency

Question Yes No a Little

Can you understand Circassian? 73% 5% 22%

Can you understand Arabic? 100%

Can you speak Circassian? 75% r6% 9%

Can you speak Arabic? rc0%

Can you read Circassian? 36% 64%

Can you read Arabic? t00%

Can you write Circassian? 36% 64%

Can you write Arabic? 100%



Language Use:

Inquiries were made concerning the use of Arabic and

Circassian in a variety of situations and social interactions.
Twenty-three questions, examining several domains of
language use i.e. home, friendship, neighborhood, religion,
media were prepared. Questions emphasized the components
of the person (the individual whether he was speaking or
spoken to ) and local ( the place where the conversation

occurred). These components were the deciding factors in the

choice of language. Ratings were also requested for covert
inner speech patterns; for receptive usage through mass media
contact. Inner speech was estimated in terms of dreaming and

when angry or aroused. A rating was also requested on the

four skills of language namely speaking, listening, reading and

writing. Language usage ratings were made on a three-point
scale ranging from only Arabic, only Circassian, Arabic and

Circassian.

Table (4)

La u Use 0uestionnaire

Questions o-A o-c A-C N.R

What language do you use at home with your father? 36Yr 44% 20Yo

2. What language do you use at home with your
mother?

360/o 48Yo 16Vo

J. What language do you use at home rvith your sister? 34% 38% 140 14Yo

4. What language do you use at home with your
brother'?

34Vo 36% l40h 16Yo

5. What language do you use with people from the

Caucasus?

l4% 54% 14Yo l8%

6. ln what language do you dream? 32% 24V, 22% 22%



7. What language do you use most commonly rvhcn you
are angry?

32% 22Yo 22% '24%

8. What languagc do you use at home lvith your spouse? 34% 20% 20% 26%

o What language do you use with your relatives in
Jordan rvhen lalkins to them f'ace-to-f'ace?

34% 20% 22% 24Yo

I

0.

What language do you use rvith your relatives in
Jordan over the nhone?

34% l6Yr 24% 26%

I

I

What language do you use at religious meetings
outside your place ofworship?

74% 2% 4o/o 20%

I

2.

What language do you use when you speak with the
celcbrant?

76% 2% 22%

I

3.

What language does the celcbrant use in your placc o1'

rvorship?
90% zYo 8%

I
+-

What language do you use rvhen you mcel tiicnds at
school?

38% t6% 34% 22%

I
5.

What language do you use when you meet fiiends at
parties?

32Yo 14s/o 32Vo 22'

I
6.

What language do you use when you mect fiiends at
rnarket?

32o/o 2o/s 3A% 36'/s

I

7.

What languagc do you use when you meet fiiends at
lvorship?

62% 2% t0% 26%

I

8.

What language do you use rvhen you meet fiiends in
the neiehborhood?

42% 6Yo 24o/o 28%

I
o

What language do you use when you speak with your
neishbors?

56% 2% 20% 22o/o

2

0.

What language do you use rvhen you write personal
Ietters?

56% 8% 5% 3t%

2

l.
What language is used in the radio programs that you
listen to?

4j%o 4Yo 4Yo 52%

2

2.

In what language are the books written that you likc
to read?

34% 4Yo l4Yo 48o/o

2

3.

In what language are the newspapers written that you
Iike to read?

54% 40 zYo 40%

Answers reported in Table (4) indicated that the Circassian
language was being used effectively at home with fathers 44Yo,
with mothers 48%o and with sisters and brothers 380/0. It was
also used with people coming from the Caucasus 54%. A



lower percentage was given to the use of Circassian when
dreaming 24Yo when angry 22o/o and with spouse 20o/o.

Arabic was repofted to be dominant in religious meeting 74yo,

with celebrant 76Yo and 90o/o when the celebrant speak with
the audience. This result is very logical since the Circassians
are Moslems and Arabic is the language of Islam. Arabic
seemed to be dominant with friends in the market place 32%.
With friends in the Mosque 620 , with friends in the
neighborhood 42o/o, with neighbors 56Yo, in writing personal
litters 56yo, in listening to radio 40oh, in reading books 3404,

and in reading newspaper 54oh. In psychological situations
such as in dreaming, Arabic was reported by 15% and when
angry by 32%.

Answers also indicated that both languages Arabic and

Circassian were being used and rnaintained in the following
domains: - At school with friends 38%; at parties with friends
32%: in the market with friends 30%; in the neighbourhood
with friends 24oh, when angry 22%; in dreaming22o/o,with
family members i.e. spouse, mother, father 20%; with
neighbours 20o/o.

Language Attitude:
The questionnaire comprised seven questions. The questions
focused on the respondents' attitudes toward Arabic and
Circassian in terms of beauty, usefulness, and preference for
learning at schools. The questions also probed the importance
of speaking Arabic and Circassian and the motives behind it.
Furthermore, the questions were designed to investigate the
views of the respondents towards the names they like most,
and perceptions toward the Circassians who no longer use their
mother tongue.

Answers reported in Table 5 indicatedthat 55Yo of the
Jordanian Circassians perceived the Circassian language as



more beautiful than Arabic and lIYo of them perceived Arabic
as more beautiful than Circassian. On the other hand,32o/o
considered both languages to be beautiful while 43%
considered Arabic to be more useful than Circassian and only
l4Yo considered Circassian to be more useful, while 43Yo of
the respondents considered both languages to be useful. When
they were asked about the language they preferred to be used
in the schools, 50% chose Arabic, while only l4o/o chose
Circassian and l4o/o chose both languages anciz2oA gave no
answer.

Table 5

Language Attitude

Arabic Circassian Both No answer

Which language is more
beautiful?

tr% 55% 32% 2%

2 Which
useful?

language is more 43% t4% 43%

3 Which language would
you prefer to be taught in
the schools?

50% 14% r4% 22%

Yes No, U'o:nit
Unoiidi

4 Is it important for you to
speak Arabic?

89% 7% 4%

5 Is it important for you to
speak Circassian?

86% 11% 3%

6 Which names do you like
most?

50% 50%

How do you feel about
Circassian who no loncer
use Circassian languagE?



Answers indicated that 89o/o of the Jordanian circassians
found it very important to speak Arabic. And only 7o/o said it
was not important and 4o/o said, "I did know,'. Eighty-six
percent of the respondents indicated that the Circassians found
it important to speak Circassian and only 1 l%o of them found it
important and 3Yo did not know.

when they were asked about their feeling toward those
circassians who no longer use the circassian language, they
gave very emotional and sharp statements, which revealed
their emotional attachment to their language. Some of the
answers came like this: -

"These people are circassians only by name. They better learn
the language and revitalize the situation andteachit to their
children. If they forget their language, they will lose their
identity and sense of dignity. we feel sorry for such people
and we pity them."

other respondents gave milder reactions; they did not blame
them but blame their parents who did not teach them the
language. "After all, the domains of Circassian language use
were diminishing and naturally Arabic was taking over."

When asked about names they like most, 50yo of them
reported Circassian names and 50Yo reported Arabic names.
while some of the respondents gave us the meaning of their
names in Circassian, others did not know what their names
meant. Of the Circassian names they reported were,,Nart"
which means "the brave man" and "Siamese" which means
"she who occupies my eyes".



Conclusions:

l. The overall results of the questions confirm that the
Circassians of Jordan, have maintained their language
and culture despite the passage of one hundred years

since the first Circassian arrival in the country. Results
reported here deny Fishman's findings and their
relevance to the Circassian situation in Jordan. The
Circassians have demonstrated that after three
generations, they still use their mother tongue side by
side with Arabic, the native language of the country.
Each language has its domains of use, its values and
justification of survival and usage.

2. The survival of the Circassian language and culture has

not been possible without the support and understanding
of the Jordanian democratic system of rules and
regulations that allows minorities of all origins to live in
Jordan in peace and harmony. The Jordanian real sense
of hospitality and brotherhood have made it possible for
"ethnic Jordanians" to nourish their languages and
cultures and to take pride in their Jordanian Arab
identity.
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Environmental Literacy :

A Study among College Lecturers

Nelson P. Abraham
C.C. Chacko
Department of Mathematics
San Tomas University - India

Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate the level of
environmental literacy among college lecturers based on
gender and the subjects they teach. Respondents (n-26) fi'om
science and afts faculties were selected from lecturers
attending an orientation course, and a standard questionnaire
was prepared and administered to them. Responses in the
questionnaire were individually analyzed and the total scores
were calculated. Based on the analysis and its findings, the
study recommends that environmental studies be included in
the orientation courses as well as shorl-term workshops to be
conducted for the academic enhancement of the teachine
community.



Environ mental Literacy :

A Study among College Lecturers

Dr, Nelson P. Abraham
C.C. Chacko

l. Introduction:
Man has forgotten his relationship with the environment

and is trying to become its master. In this process he has
disturbed the natural equilibrium. His fight with the
established natural system has had a long history. But it is only
in the latter half of the 20th century that it has assumed the
proportion of the crisis. Man's meddling with nature, chemical
effluents, nuclear wastes, acid rain, ever increasing presence of
carbon dioxide in the air has resulted in the greatest ecolosical
crisis known to mankind('). To aveft this disaster, ascieritific
and not merely an emotional and impulsive approach is
needed. A scientific approaoh must be based on the analysis of
the nature, extent, sources and consequences of environmental
degradation on the structure of the ecosystems.

Prevention of damage to the environment is preferable
to expensive repair of the damage. Orr(2) proposed an
education for our earth caused by too little knowledge, too
much power and by modern tragedy. Disinger & Roth(3)
highlighted the need to produce environmentally literate
citizens who will take care of the environment. Why is it
important that we teach people to care for the environment?
People should be taught to care for the environment, because
by caring for it, they enhance their own quality of life, not only
for themselves, but also for future generations. This will
require proper planning of all activities that have an impact on
the environment. It will also need public and political
awareness of the environment. This can be done throueh



information education and training. Environmental issues can

be controlled by properly organizing studies. The collective

wisdom and knowledge can only diminish environmental crisis

as well as assure a steady developmental pfogress in a way

which will not disturb the fundamental equilibrium of the

environment and its living systems.

The goal of environmental education, to produce an

environmentally literate citizenry who will take care of the

environment, may be achieved having team of well trained,

dedicated and environmentally literate teachers. A number of
researchers including Loubr., tol, Pomerantr(t), Sch'eude'(6),

and Shongwe(t), have expressed the view that teachers lack the

necessary ski|ls, knowledge, and confidence to approch

environmental education. The main aim of this study is to

investigate the level of environmental literacy among college

lecturers based on gender and the subjects they teach. In

paragraph two, information on environmrntal education and

enviromental literacy is provided.

2. Environmental Education and Environmental Literacy:
The importance of environmental education has

considerably increased in the modern world. Besides

conferring benefits it helps to wipe out ignorance; it would

also serve the object of creating the consequences and training

in protecting the environment and to control population. A
basic aim of environmental education is to succeed in making

individuals and communities understand the complex nature of
the natural and built environments resulting from the

interaction of their biological, physical, social, economical and

cultural aspects and acquire the knowledge, values, attitudes

and practical skills to participate in a responsible and effective

way in anticipating and solving social problems, and in the



management of the quality of the environment (Biswas &
Biswas)(8).

The study of the environment is a multidimensional
subject. The role of national and state organizations and of
expert bodies should primarily be to educate the masses and to
provide them with adequate data and guide them to take proper
and well-considered decisions. Indian schools and universities
have included a program of environmental studies and its
management as part of the curriculum. Environmental control
and regulation admittedly are new issues and comparatively a
younger branch of study which needs careful analysis of the

issue.
In India, the National Environment Awareness

Campaign (NEAC), which began in 1986, is a major program

of the Ministry of Environment and Forests. The program

seeks to increase environmental awareness through
g overnme ntal and non- g ov ernmental or ganizati on s. Activiti e s

under NEAC include seminars, workshops, rallies, teacher

training eco-clubs, envirnmental camps, etc. The Ministry of
Environment and Forests set up the Environmental
Information System (ENVIS) in 1982 as a decenttalized
system using a network of data bases to ensure integration of
national efforts in collecting information related to the

environment. ENVIS has ten centres working in diverese areas

such as pollution control, coastal ecology, environmentally
sound and appropriate technology, etc. The National Rural

Development Program (NRDP) and NGO's like Chipkp
movement, Save Narmada campaign, Apiko movement,

Kerala Sastra Sathya Parishad, etc. are playing key roles in the

nature conservation action by reforestation and by educating

the public on the need for conservation of forest and wild life.
Developing environmrntal literacy is the ptimary goal of

environmental education. Environmental literacy is essentially



the capacity to perceive and interpret the relative health of
environmental systems and take appropriate action to
maintain, restore, or improve the health of those systems. It
involves the possession of basic skills, feelings, and
understandings for the man environment relationship.
Environmental literacy involves human discourse about
interrelationships with the environment. Anenvironmentally
literate citizen is one who recognises environmental problems
when they arise. This means acquiring a basic understanding
of the fundamental interrelationships among people and the
biogeochemical environment. He thinks before acting,
examining as many facts as possible before taking an action to
correct environmental imbalances and he rejects shorl - term
gains when they threaten long - term benefits. He continues to
gather information about environmental issues throughout his
life and works to maintain diversity in the total enviro-nment(e).
Environmental literacy is thus an understanding, at some basic
level of interaction of humans and their natural environment
with regard to both living things and nonliving things.
Environmental literacy is an awareness and an understanding
of the basic relationship in the interaction between man and
nature. An environmentally literate person has awareness and
sensitivity to the total environment and a variety of
experiences in and a basic understanding of environmentally
associated problems. He should acquire the skills for
identifying and solving environmental problems.

Environmental literacy is a continuum of competencies
ranging from zero competency to very high competency that
can be functionally divided into three working levels: nominal,
functional and operational. Nominal environmental literacy
indicates the ability to recognize many of the basic terms used
in communicating about the environment and to provide their
meanings.

Functional environmental literacy indicates a broader
knowledge and understanding of the nature and interactions



between human social systems and other natural systems.
Operational environmental literacy indicates progress beyond
functional literacy and gathering information and work to
sustain a healthy environment.

It is important to note that the success of environmental
education will be determined by well-trained teachers and their
level of environmental literacy(r0). This is because teachers
often give highest priority to those topics,.,of which they are
most knowledgeable. According to Hart{") "that teachers
think, what they believe and what they do in classrooms
ultimately shapes the kind of learning experienced by -y
children and by yours". If teachers do have the necessary
knowledge, skills or commitment, it is likely that
environmentally literate citizens will be produced. The
question is whether envirnmental educators, curriculum
planners in pre- service and in-service education of teachers
have an understanding of the level of environmental literacy of
teachers. Despite the important role teachers play in educating
students, research into teachers' level of environmental
literacy has been extremely limited. Review of literature does
not reveal much research that foucuses on teachers' level of
environmental literacy. Bueth & Smallwood reported low level
of teachers in Indiana, United states of America. They reported
that science teachers had higher scores than nonscience
teachers. The major problem is the low level of environmental
literacy of teachers, a situation that may be applicable to
teachers and college lecturers in othercountries. If lecturers
have low level of environmental literacy, they may be
perpetuating misconceptions to the students during the
teaching career. Therefore, there is a need to investigate the
levels of environmental literacy of college lecturers. The
following question can be raised? Is there any relationship
between subjects ( science and arts) they teach and the level of
environmental literacy of college lecturers? Therefore, the
main aim of this study is to investigate the level of



environmental literacy among college lecturers based on
gender and the subjects they teach.

3. Method of the Studv

3.1 Sample
For the purpose of the present study on environmental

literacy among college lecturers, respondents ( n:26) fiom
science and arts faculties were selected from the lecturers
attending an orientation course at Academic Staff College,
University of Kerala, India, 1997. Testing of environmental
literacy was done among the science ( Botany, Chemistry,
Demography, Mathematics, Physics, and Zoology) and arts (
Economics, Hindi, History, Linguistics, Malayalam, Physical
Education, Psychology, and Sanskrit) lectrurers.

3.2 Questionnaire
For assessing the environmental literacy of respondents

a standard questionnaire was prepared and administered to the
lecturers from science and art faculities. The questionnaire was
circulated among colleagues in the field for their validity and
relibability. We have made necessary adjustments after
receiving the comments. The questionnaire consisted of two
parts. In the first part, 25 ecologically related items were given
and respondents were requested to put( r') marks on the items
they were aware of. The items consisted of the following:
water cycle, decomposers, mortality rate, ground water,
carrying capacrty, weathering, extinction, birth rate,
sustainable development, toxic waste, biological control ,

environmental quality, Chernobyl, strip mining, food chain,
monoculture plantations, green revolution, Rio summit, food
web, sanitary land fill, net reproductive rate, exponential
growth, pesticides and environmenal resistance.



In the second part,24 multiple choice questions were included.
All the questions in the second part were general questions
based on items in part one of the questionnaire.

4. Analysis and discussion
Responses in the questionnaires were individually

analysed and the total scores were calculated. Levels of
environmental literacy of each respondent with respect to
gender and the subjects were also analysed. According to the
percentage of correct answers the individuals were graded as

"Literate" ( above 80 per cent), " Aware"' (50-79 per cent)
and cL Not aware" ( below 50 per cent) in nominal and
functional levels of environmental literacy.

4.1 Bnvironmental literacy of college lecturers.

Testing of the level of environmental literacy was done
among the science ( Botany, Chemistry, Demography,
Mathematics, Physics, and Zoology) and arls ( Economics,
Hindi, History, Linguistics, Malayalam, Physical Education,
Psychology, and Sanskrit) lecturers. Ten male and 16 female
lecturers answered the questions. Of the male lecturers, 60 per
cent were environmentally literate at the nominal level.
Twenty percent were aware and the other 20 per cent not
aware. Of the fernale lecturers, 25 per cent were literate, 60 per
cent aware and 15 per cent not aware. Studies on functional
environmental literacy revealed that all male lectureres were
aware. Among the females, 75 per cent were aware and 25 per
cent not aware. None of the respondents could be included in
the literate level.

The responses revealed that in the nominal level 60 per
cent of the science lecturers were environmentally literate, 35
per cent were aware, and 15 per cent not aware. At the
functional level, none of the science lecturers were



environmentally literate. All the science lecturers were aware .

Among the arts lecturers, 30 per cent were environmentally
literate at the nominal level, 60 per cent aware, and 10 per cent
not a ware. Studies on functional environmental literacy
among the arts lecturers, 65 per cent were aware and 35 per
cent not aware.

5. Conclusions and Recommendations

The present study revealed that the functional
environmental literacy among college lecturers
irrespective of the subjects (science or arls) they teach
were only average. Considering the gender, at the
nominal level, 60 per cent were literate in contrast to 25
per cent females. This may be due to the lack of general
reading regarding environmental issues. It is to be noted
that teachers cannot help their students to become
environmentally literate if they themselves lack
environmental literacy. It is recommended that
environmental studies be included in the orientation as

well as short term workshops to be conducted for the
academic enhancement of the teaching community
irrespective of science or arts subjects. It is necessary
that a programme of environmental eduction should be
part of all curiculum in all programs offered at colleges
and universities. Creating awareness is the starting point
in problem management and therefore, a massive
programme of environmental eduction and awareness
must be launched in a country like India where 80 per
cent of pollution is individual pollution. Education
pertaining to environmental pollution and population
control is the urgent and formost need of the time.
Assessment of environmental literacy of teachers is an
indicator of a need for curriculum development in in-
service as well as pre-service education.



To improve the quality of life and quality of the
environment through daily actions, teachers need to be
environmentally literate as teachers are responsible for
moulding the students. The basic assumption is that
environmental literacy of teachers will have a positive
effect on the knowledge, attitude, and behaviour in
students and in others in the community. If teachers
should convey basic infromation about the relationships
between nature and peole, and by learning more about
the workings of the environment, students will become
more aware of what they are contributing to the overall
health of the planet on which they live so that the next
generation will make informed choices on the basis of
these facts. Therefore, environmental literacy of teachers
may result in empowerment of students ( including the
parents of students) and communities and is a means of
reducing environmental problems which often involve
some degree of change in behavior. Once a high level of
environmental literacy is accomplished by teachers,
there is hope for an improvement in the quality of life
and quality of the environment. Teachers at all levels
and subject areas have a role to play in helping students
to realise that it is a collective responsibility to preserve
nature. Therefore, it is important that those seeking
teaching posts must demonstrate certain competencies in
environmental education content and methodology.
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The Role of world Literature in Promoting the cause of

Globalization in the cultural and Human Domains

Nidal Al- Mosa
Faculty of Arts-The Hashemite University

Abstract

The age in which we live can be rightiy dubbed as an age of
globalization in which the need for promoting humane cultural

understanding among people of the world is greater than ever.

This objective can best be achieved through the study of
world literature as an academic discipline embracing

international literary works written in English or translated

into this lingua franca .

The notion that world literature may serve as an

effective medium for constructing cultural and intellectual

bridges among nations was first conceived by Goethe. In his

famous conversations with his secretary Echermann, Goethe

coined the term weltliteratur whrch is based on the assumption

that literature is a universal rather than a national

phenomenon. Yet international works of art can be most

adequately studied in both their national perspectives and in

their international contexts. The adoption of this approach of
literary study will enable the reader to explore and consider

both of the national cultural peculiarities of international

iiterary works and their shared interest in common human

heritage. While this approcah stimulates the growth of the

reader's humane understanding of other cultures , it also

enhances his awareness of cultural relativity towards which

education in general should be geared in the modern

multicivilizational world which is witnessing the unyielding
process of globalization .



The RoIe of World Literature in Promoting the Cause
of Globalization in the Cultural and Human Domains

In keeping with the prevailing spirit of globalizatron at
the present time, scholars of English literature are called upon
to expand the cur:ricula of the departments of English by
setting up new broadly-based and comprehensive literature
courses designed to introduce students to international literary
works written in English or translated into this linguafranca.
Insofar as it is admitted that literature is a cultural
phenomenon which is conditioned and determined by its
locale, the socio-economic, politic al, and intellectual forces,
the exposure of the students to several cultures should produce
better human understanding and cross-cultural sympathy on
their part.

The notion that global literature may serve as an ideal
medium for constructing cultural and intellectual bridges
among nations of the whole world was first conceived by
Goethe. Inspired by his well-known cosmopolitan outlook,
Goethe argues that one should not confine oneself to the
narrow circle of a single linguistic domain or any isolated part
of the globe. In one of his famous conversations with his
secretary Eckermann, Goethe had this to say : "I like to look at
other nations and I advise everyone to do the same. National
literature has little meaning today; the time has come for the
epoch of world literature to begin, and everyone must now do
his share to hasten its realization". (l)

Goethe's advice is particularly pertinent to the present
era in which the world. as is often maintained has been
transformed into so called global village in which the need for
understanding among peoples of the whole world is greater
than ever. This is, it would seem, the main motive behind the
creation of Moscow's Gorki Institute of World Literature .



Obviously, inspired by Goethe's prediction concerning the

initiation of the epoch of world literature, Gorki cherished the

dream that such an institute could bring the peoples of the

world together through literature .

Rene Wellek and Austin Warren argue that in spite of the

fact that Goethe's reference to the emergence of world
literature was made almost one hundred and seventy years

ago, his vision has not materialized mainly because of the

reluctance of nations "to give up their individualities"' (2)

But, though it is based on the assumption that literature is a

universal rather than a national phenomenon, Goethe's

notion of world literature does not necessarily mean that the

reader should overlook the uniqueness, the peculiar features

of any given national literature. On the contrary, the student

of world literature would act like a comparatist 
(3) viewing

literary works, in the terminology of Francois Jost, "in both
their national perspectives and in their international

. .. /4)contexts"' '

Examined in their national perspectives, global iiterary
works provide valuable access to indigenous characteristics,

special national features and cultural values which, viewed
from a sympathetic point of view, would enhance the reader's
humane understanding of other cultures. Matthew Arnold,
whose weltanshauung was considerably influenced by the
intellectual writings of Goethe, contends that the main
function of literature is to help us to arrive at a better
understanding of ourselves and of the others:

Some of you may possibly remember a

phrase of mine which has been the object of a
good deal of comment; an observation to the
effect that in our culture, the aim being to know
ourselves and the world, we have, as the means

to this end. to know the best which has been



thought and said in the world. . .. When I speak
of the above-mentioned knowledge as enabling
us to know ourselves and the world, I assert
literature to contain the materials which suffice
for us thus making us know ourselves and the
world. (5)

In these terms, the more the scope of the study of world
literature is expanded to include a greater number of national
literatures, the more the process of promoting cross-cultural
understanding will be enhanced creating a congenial
environment for greater human understanding, tolerance and
peaceful coexistence in a turbulent world plagued with
civilizational clash and cultural misconceptions and
prejudices.

Arnold even goes so far as to conceive of cross-curtural
interaction and understanding as prerequisites for human
progress and civili zation:

The civilized world is to be regarded as
now being, for intellectual and spiritual
pulposes, one great confederation, bound to a
joint action and working to a common result; and
whose members have for their proper outfit a
knowledge of Greek, Roman, and Eastern
antiquity, and of one another. Special local and
temporary advantages being put out of account,
that modern nations in the intellectu al and
spiritual sphere make most progress, which most
thoroughly carries out this p.og.a*me. (u)

In this Arnold anticipates present day calls for promoting the
trend toward globalization in the human and cultural domains.
In the quotation, Arnold also strikes us as an advocate of the
concept of cultural relativity (an essential requirement for
boosting cross-cultural and global understanding) which can



best be achieved through the study of world literature as it

provides ampie opportunity for exploring distinctive elements
'of 

various national-cultures. A fact which may serve as a basis

for the perception that all human values are relative.

The uitut role that cultural relativity might play in

creating cross-cultural, mutual human understanding is

underscored by Francis Fukuyama. In the final chapter of his

book entitled The End of History and the Last Man,

Fukuyama observes:

Modern education, in other words, stimulates a

cerlain tendency toward relativism , that is, the

doctrine that all horizons and values systems

are relative to their time and place, and that

none are true but reflect the prejudices or

interests of those who advance them' The

doctrine that says that there is no privileged

perspective dovetails very nicely . with

democratic man's desire to believe that his way

of life is just as good as any other'(7)

It has already been pointed out that viewed in its
national context, literature can Sefve as an effective medium

which teaches us the principle of cultural relativity. But

examined in their international perspectivese , indigeneous

cultural peculiarities reveal themselves to be only variations

on basiially common human pulsations, thoughts and

feelings. It would not be an exaggeration, I would argue, to

.on..iu. of world literature as repeftory of human heritage. In

other words, an insight that the study of global literature may

highlight is that although cultures may vary, people through

the world are not so very different.
Hermann Hesse's reflections on literature as a medium

in which points of convergence and confluence of human



ethos and sensibilities find an aesthetic expression may
illustrate the point I am trying to make:

The more discernment, sensibility, and
alertness to relationships we put into our reading,
the more we see every idea and every literary
work in its unique individuality and
conditionality, and see that all beauty, all charm
hinge precisely on this individuality and
uniqueness - and nevertheless we seem to see

more and more clearly that all these thousands of
voices of the peoples strive towards the same
goal, invoke the same gods under different
names, dream the same dreams, and suffer the
same sufferings. In illuminated moments, the
reader perceives in the thousandfold fabric of
innumerable languages and books, woven
through several millennia, a wondrously sublime
chimera, the face of man as a unity compounded
by magic from a thousand contradictory traits. (8)

Hesse's philosophical views on the oneness of human
beings in their basic traits, hopes, aspirations and dreams
coincide with Samuel Huntington's thesis that o'universal

dispositions are found in all cultures".(') While Huntington
argues that the present era in which we live is characterized
by "civilizational clash" among nations all over the globe, yet
he. believes that by exploring and expanding those universal
dispositions or "commonalities" humans can achieve
universal mutual understanding.

If humans are ever to develop a universal
civilization, it will emerge gradually through the
exploration and expansion of these
commonalities. Thus in addition to the
abstention rule and the joint mediation rule, the



third rule for peace in a multicivilizational world

is the commonalities rule; peoples in all

civilizations should search for and attempt to

expand the values, institutions, and practices

thiy have in common with peoples of other

civilizations. 
(to)

Literature as I have been arguing, suggests itself to be an

effective medium for exploring common human values on the

basis of which cross-cultural reconciliation, tolerance and

understanding may prevail in a multicivilizational world

notwithstanding all of the civilizational diversities and

divergent cultural mores and creeds.

Paul Kennedy, in his turn, makes a plea for gearing

general education towards highlighting both of yhat human

6eingt have in common and of their individualistic traits and

unique values as the best means towards preparing for entry

into the twenty-first century.
Yet education in the larger sense means more

than technically "retooling the work force, or the

emergence of professional classes, or even the

encouragement of a manufacturing culture in the

schools and colleges in order to preserve a

productive base. lt also tmpltes a oeep

Lnderstanding of why our world is changing, of
It also implies a deeP

how other people and cultures feel about those

changes, of what we all have in common as well

as of what divides cultures, classes and nations'
(t 1)

If literature has a place in education, it is primarily

because we still think of it as a very important tool which

enables us to explore and understand the experiences of man

in all their diversity and their common human values and

cultural codes. In literature we withdraw, carefully consider



things as we do not have enough time to do in real life, and

the result is a better understanding of foreign cultures which
is bound to temper real experiences, to eliminate prejudice,
and in short, to humanize.Q')

It is this humane dimension which should form the basis of
the concept and practice of world literature in the age in
which we live. The transformation of world literature into a
humane academic discipline is a very vital issue in a world in
which the increase of global understanding is not keeping up

with the increased conflicts and civilizational clashes in
various parts of the world.
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Footnotes
Quoted by Francois Jost, Introduction to Comparative
Literature (Indianapolis and New York: The Bobbs-
Menill Company Inc.,l 97 4), p. 16. The term world
literature has three main definitions:
1) The literature of the whole world, i.e. the history of
world literature is a sum-total of histories of different
national literatures . 2) Is a sort of collection of selected
masterpieces. 3) International creative works which are
interconnected or are similar in all or some literatures.
Rene Wellek and Austin Warren, Theory of Literature
(Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1986), p. 48.
See, Francois Jost, Introduction to Comparative Literature.
In this book,Jost conceives of world literature as a

prerequisite for comparative literature. "'World Literature
and Comparative Literature are not identical notions. The
former is a prerequisite for the latter, and it provides the
scholar with raw materials and information, which he
groups according to critical and historical principles". (p.
2r).
Ibid., p.20 .

Poetry and Criticism of Matthew Arnold, edited by A.
Dwight Culler (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company,
196l), p. 383.
Ibid., p. 383.

Francis Fukuyama, The End of History and the Last Man
(Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1992), pp. 306-307 .

Hermann Hesse, Reflections, translated by Ralph
Manheim, (Frogmore, St Albans, Herts: Triad Panther
Books, I979),pp. 104-105.
See, Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and
the Remaking of World Order (New York: Simon and

Schuster, 1996). In this book, Huntinston cites what he

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.



describes as "Davos Culture" as an attempt at exploring
common human values on intemational level:

Third, the term "universal civilization" may
refer to the assumptions, values, and doctrines
currently held by many people in Western
civilization and by some people in other
civilizations. This might be called the Davos
Culture. Each year about a thousand
businessmen, bankers, government officials,
intellectuals, and journalists from scores of
countries meet in the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland. Almost all these people
hold university degrees in the physical sciences,
social sciences, business, or law, work with
words and or numbers, are reasonably fluent in
English, are employed by governments,
corporations, and academic institutions with
extensive intemational involvements, and travel
frequently outside their own country. They
generally share beliefs in individualism, market
economies, and political democracy, which are
also common among people in Westem
civilization. Davos people control virtually all
international institutions, many of the world's
governments, and the bulk of the world's
economic and military capabilities. The Davos
Culture hence is tremendously important.
Worldwide, however, how many people share

this culture? Outside the West, it is probably
shared by less than 50 million people or 1

percent of the world's population and perhaps

by as few as one-tenth of 1 percent of the
world's population.



It is far from a universal culture, and the leaders

who share in the Davos Culture do not
necessarily have a secure grip on power in their
own societies. This "common intellectual
culture exists," as Hedley Bull pointed out, "only
at the elite level: its roots are shallow
in many societies... [and] it is doubtful whether,
even at
the diplomatic level, it embraces what was called
a common moral culture or set of common
values, as distinct from a common intellectual
culture." (pp. 57-58).

10. Ibid, p.320.
1 1. Paul Kennedy. Preparing for the T

(London
and Hammersmith : Fontana Press, 1993), p. 341.

12. See, Robert J. Clements, Comparative Literature as

Academic Dissipline C{e* York : The Modern Language
Association of America, 1978). In this book, Clements
cites a good example on the humanizing effects resulting
from the individual's exposure to a foreign literature:

One evening just before the peace in Vietnam our
department sponsored with the Asia Society an evening of
public readings of contemporary Vietnamese social and
political poetry translated by Unguyen Ngoc Bich and ,

others. Texts were read in the original by Asians and in
translation by young Americans. Carpets-bombing and ,

napalming were reaching their intensity in Southeast Asia. I

A large crowd of American and Asian students sat mute in
Loeb Student Center for twohours,traumatizedbythese 

l

gentle, disturbing poems. If you have read "What Were
They Like," by Denise Levertov, identical in spirit with the /Ia5a I\-7 |

T
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vietnamese poems read, you can understand their
katharsis. The students left - one could almost say slinked
away- without a word. The vietnamese texts played for the
Americans a minor, if useful, role of lending authenticity.
It was the words in English that effected the purgation.( pp
282-283)
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